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1.  AAP-06(2013) - NATO GLOSSARY
OF TERMS AND DEFINITIONS
(ENGLISH AND FRENCH) is a NATO
Allied publication. The agreement of
nations to use this publication is recorded
in STANAG 3680.

2. AAP-06(2013) is effective upon
receipt. It supersedes AAP-06(2012)(2),
which shall be destroyed in accordance
with local procedures for destruction of
documents.

3. It is permissible to copy or make
extracts from this publication. However,
the NSA, as the custodian of AAP-06,
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reproduction by outside bodies or
individuals. Under no circumstances shall
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1. L'AAP-06(2013) - GLOSSAIRE
OTAN DE TERMES ET DEFINITIONS
(ANGLAIS ET FRANCAIS) est une
publication interalliée OTAN. L'accord par
lequel les pays se sont engagés a utiliser
cette publication a été consigné dans le
STANAG 3680.

2. L'AAP-06(2013) entre en vigueur
dés réception. Elle annule et remplace
I'AAP-06(2012)(2), qui sera détruite
conformément aux procédures locales de
destruction des documents.

3. fl est permis de reproduire ce
document en tout ou en partie.
Cependant, tout organisme ou personne
extérieurs désireux de le faire devront en
informer par écrit 'AON, qui est le pilote
de I'AAP-06. Le contenu de la présente
publication ne peut étre reproduit en
aucun cas avec des modifications sans
I'accord écrit de I'AON.

Dr. Cihangir AKS
TUR Civ
Director, NATO Standardization Agency / Directeur de I'Agence OTAN de normalisation
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DETAILED LIST OF CHANGES
LISTE DETAILLEE DES MODIFICATIONS

1. NEW ENTRIES / ARTICLES NOUVEAUX

2009-0047 NATO air policing — NATO AP / police du ciel de TOTAN

2009-0048 Alliance airspace / espace aérien de I'Alliance

2010-1132 propaganda / propaganda

2011-1991 culminating point / point culminant

2011-1993 electronic attack — EA / attaque électronique

2011-1994 electronic defence — ED / défence électronique

2011-1995 electronic surveillance — ES / surveillance électronique

2012-0181 NATO international civilian - NIC / agent civil OTAN a statut international

2. DELETED ENTRIES / ARTICLES SUPPRIMES

1976-0034 reseau / réseau

1977-0003 international civilian personnel with NATO status / personnel civil international a
statut OTAN

2012-0177 field of vieuw - FOV / angle de champ

3. MODIFIED ENTRIES / ARTICLES MODIFIES

1993-0022 crisis management - CM / gestion de crise

1994-0004 psychological operation — PsyOp / opération psychologique
2009-0094 manpower scaling guideline — MSG / guide de calcul des effectifs
2011-1996 electronic warfare — EW / guerre électronique - GE

2012-0180 NATO international civilian post / emploi civil international OTAN
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4. EDITORIAL CHANGES / CHANGEMENTS REDACTIONNELS

Part 2 / 2° Partie

air defence control centre — take out guided in the definition where it says “guided
missiles”, see decision taken in TTF 2008-0031.
cease engagement — take out guided in the definition where it says “guided missiles”, see
decision taken in TTF 2008-0031.
combat available aircraft — change all, in term and definitions, to: combat-available
aircraft
combat ready — change all, in term and definitions, to: combat-ready
combat ready aircraft — change all, in term and definitions, to : combat-ready aircraft
container anchorage terminal - French preferred term is “terminal de mouillage pour porte-
conteneurs”.
critical altitude — take out guided in the definition where it says “guided missile”, see
decision taken in TTF 2008-0031.
decoy - deleted admitted term: dummy (TTF 1997-0002).
dead space? — take out guided in the definition where it says “guided missile system”, see
decision taken in TTF 2008-0031.
ground-controlled interception — take out guided in the definition where it says “guided
missiles”, see decision taken in TTF 2008-0031.
operational planning — change current entry as follow:

operational planning* Preferred term: operations planning

operational planning? Preferred term: operational-level planning

Part 3/ 3° Partie

terminal de mouillage pour porte-conteneurs : add the admitted term “mouillage abrité
pour transbordement (toléré)"
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AAP-06(2013)

PREFACE
PREFACE

1. This glossary is compiled by the
direction of the Military Committee and with
the approval of the NATO Council.

Its purpose is to standardize (i) general
terminology with a specific military meaning;
(i) specialist terminology that needs to be
widely understood throughout NATO, as
well as (iii) terms that are not adequately
defined in the NATO Terminology
Programme (NTP)'s reference dictionaries?,
thus promoting mutual understanding and
strengthening the Alliance's defence
capabilities.

The definitions contained herein do not
establish or modify NATO policy and
doctrine, but help to express them more
clearly.

2.  The glossary is available in electronic
form in the two official languages of NATO,
English and French. These versions are
updated and made available annually
through the Internet (http://www.nato.int/
nsa/nsdd/ListPromulg.html) and the intranet

(MINERVA and CRONOS): NATO HQ
Sites>NSA> Terminology» Military
Committee Terminology Conference

Documents> MCTC Documents> AAP-06.

3. In accordance with STANAG 3680
and C-M (2005)0023, Directive on the
NATO Terminology Programme, the terms
and definitions contained herein have been
approved by all NATO nations.

1. Le présent glossaire est établi
suivant les directives du Comité militaire et
avec lapprobation du Conseil de
I'Atlantique Nord.

I a pour but de normaliser (i) la
terminologie d'ordre général revétant un
sens militaire spécifique, (i) la terminologie
spécialisée devant étre aisément comprise
dans tout 'OTAN et (iii) les termes qui ne
sont pas définis de maniere adéquate dans
les dictionnaires de référence’ du
Programme de terminologie de I'OTAN
(NTP); il vise ainsi a favoriser la
compréhension mutuelle tout en renforgant
les capacités de défense de I'Alliance.

Les définitions qui figurent dans le présent
glossaire n'établissent ni ne modifient les
politiques et doctrines de IOTAN, mais
elles permettent de les exprimer plus
clairement.

2. Le glossaire est disponible en version
électronique dans les deux langues
officielles de I'OTAN, l'anglais et le francais.
Ces versions sont mises a jour et publiées
chaque année sur Internet
(http://www.nato.int/nsa/nsdd/ListPromulg.h
tml) et sur Intranet (MINERVA et
CRONOS): NATO HQ  SitessNSA»
Standardization> ~ Terminology>  Military
Committee Terminology Conference
Documents> MCTC Documents> AAP-06.

3. Conformément au STANAG 3680 et
au C-M(2005)0023, intitulé Directive sur le
Programme OTAN de terminologie, les
termes et définitions figurant dans la
présente publication ont été approuvés par
tous les pays de 'OTAN.

The reference dictionaries for the NTP are the Concise Oxford English Dictionary and le Petit Robert. /
Les dictionnaires de référence pour le NTP sont le Concise Oxford English Dictionary et le Petit Robert.

Vi
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4.  The glossary is divided into four main
parts:

Part 1.0rganization and Procedures.

Part 2.NATO Agreed terms and definitions
of military significance in English. The
corresponding French preferred terms are
shown immediately following the English
entry term e.g., nominal weapon / arme de
puissance nominale.

Part 3.NATO Agreed terms and definitions
of military significance in French. The
corresponding English preferred terms are
shown immediately following the French
entry term e.g. arme de puissance
nominale / nominal weapon

Part 4. List of Abbreviations

5. After the introduction of abbreviations
in AAP-06(2008) to comply with the layout
for NATO glossaries prescribed by C-
M(2007)0023, Guidance for the
Development and Publication of NATO
Terminology, the NATO Terminology Office
(NTO), which is responsible for issuing
AAP-06, decided to change the
abbreviations list to a unilingual format (with
some exceptions) in the 2009 edition of
AAP-06. Upon reflection, the NTO
considered that the bilingual presentation
prescribed by the Guidance led to confusion
in a number of cases. As a result, the
second edition of the Guidance will be
adapted accordingly.

After having looked up the term
corresponding to an abbreviation, users of
this NATO glossary may look up further
information, including the translation of the
term in the other language, in the full entries
listed in Parts 2 and 3.

Proposals for new terms and definitions or
changes to or deletion of existing terms and
definitions are to be made in accordance
with C-M(2005)0023, Directive on the NATO

VI
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4, Le glossaire est divisé en quatre
grandes parties :

1" Partie. Organisation et procédures

2° Partie. Termes et définitions
d'importance militaire agréés OTAN en
anglais. Les termes frangais privilégiés
correspondants sont indiqués
immédiatement aprés le terme anglais, par
exemple nominal weapon / arme de
puissance nominale.

3° Partie. Termes et définitions
d'importance militaire agréés OTAN en
francais. Les termes anglais privilégiés

correspondants sont indiqués
immédiatement aprés le terme francais,
par exemple arme de puissance
nominale / nominal weapon.

4° Partie. Liste d'abréviations

5. A la suite de [lintroduction
d'abréviations dans I'AAP-06(2008) pour
satisfaire a la  présentation des
glossaires OTAN prescrite par le

C-M(2007)0023, Guide pour I'élaboration
et la publication de la terminologie de
I'OTAN, Service de terminologie de 'OTAN
(NTO), qui est responsable de la diffusion
de I'AAP-06, a décidé de modifier la liste
d'abréviations, désormais unilingue (a
guelques exceptions pres) dans
I'édition 2009 de I'AAP-06. Réflexion faite,
NTO a estimé que la présentation bilingue
prescrite par le Guide prétait a confusion
dans un certain nombre de cas. La
deuxieme édition du Guide sera adaptée
en conséquence.

Aprés avoir recherché le terme
correspondant a une abréviation, les
utilisateurs du présent glossaire OTAN
pourront consulter les articles complets
figurant dans les 2°et 3°parties pour
obtenir de plus amples informations,
notamment, pour connaitre la traduction du
terme dans l'autre langue.

Les propositions visant a insérer de
nouveaux termes et définitions ou a
modifier ou supprimer des termes et
définitions existants doivent étre formulées



Terminology Programme and
C-M(2007)0023, Guidance  for  the
Development and Publication of NATO
Terminology and using a terminology
tracking form, which can be downloaded
from the NSA's protected Internet site.

7. Al suggestions and inquiries
concerning this glossary should be directed
to the:

NATO Terminology Coordinator

NATO Terminology Office

NATO Standardization Agency (NSA)
NATO Headquarters

B -1110 Brussels

Belgium

Tel : +32 2 707-5530 or +32 2 707-5560
Fax: +32 2 707-5718
Email: terminology@nsa.nato.int

AAP-06(2013)

conformément & la Directive sur le
Programme OTAN de terminologie
(C-M(2005)0023) et au Guide pour
I'élaboration et la publication de la
terminologie de I'OTAN (C-M(2007)0023),
au moyen de la fiche de suivi
terminologique qui peut étre téléchargée a
partir du site Internet protégé de 'AON.

7. Toutes les suggestions et demandes
de renseignements concernant le présent
glossaire devront étre adressées au :

Coordonnateur de la terminologie OTAN

Service de terminologie de IOTAN
Agence OTAN de normalisation (AON)
Siege de 'OTAN

B - 1110 Bruxelles

Belgique

Tél. : +32 2 707-5530 ou +32 2 707-5560
Fax:+32 2 707-5718
Courriel : terminology@nsa.nato.int






AAP-06(2013)

PART 1

ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURES

Chapter 1

DEVELOPMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF AAP-06, NATO GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND
DEFINITIONS (ENGLISH AND FRENCH)

1. AAP-06 is developed and maintained by the Military Committee Terminology
Conference (MCTC) as part of the NATO Terminology Programme (NTP), which finds
its origins in the NATO Military Terminology Standardization Programme by the NATO
Standing Group in February 1954 which:

a. assigned responsibility for the coordination of NATO military terminology to the Military
Agency for Standardization (MAS) (predecessor of the NATO Standardization Agency
(NSA));

b. outlined the initial steps for processing terminology;
C. provided general terms of reference (TOR).

The TOR have been periodically changed and updated to provide for the participation of all
NATO nations. In 1970 the Air Board, MAS, promulgated NATO Standardization Agreement
(STANAG) 3680 - NATO Glossary of Military Terms and Definitions (English and French)
(AAP-06) to assist Service Boards, working groups and panels of experts in considering
terminology within their purview.

The object of STANAG 3680 as stated in its 5th Edition (Amendment 1) "is to register
national acceptance of Allied Administrative Publication No 6 (AAP-06)". The details of the
agreement state that "participating nations agree to use AAP-06 and any subsequent
changes published periodically as the primary glossary for NATO terms of military
significance and their definitions". In 2009 the NATO Terminology Management System
(NTMS) was officially launched on the NSA's protected Internet site, thus taking over the
pre-eminence of AAP-06 in military terminology. The NTMS includes AAP-06 and another 20
glossaries and, under the NTP, is the reference for NATO terminology.

However, for the time being, whilst the NTMS will reflect the terminology from AAP-06,
electronic and paper copies of this glossary will continue to be issued each year.

Entries for inclusion in AAP-06 shall not be classified, given that AAP-06 is made available to
the public through the Internet.

1-E-1
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Chapter 2
USER GUIDE

Structure of the glossary. This glossary is presented with an entry for each term, in the
English alphabetical order in Part 2, and in the French alphabetical order in Part 3.
Abbreviations and their full forms are listed in Part 4.

Uninotional entry. Each concept (also known as the notion) is listed in a separate entry
giving its designation(s), definition and any metadata and which is therefore said to be
“uninotional”.

Organization of an entry. Each entry in Part 2 contains first the preferred term in English
followed by a slash and the equivalent term in French on the same line, followed on the
lines below by any synonyms and abbreviations, the definition, notes, examples, cross-
references to related terms and figures, the source and the date on which the entry became
NATO Agreed, i.e.:

preferred term
admitted synonym
deprecated synonym
obsolete synonym
abbreviation
Definition

Notes

Examples

Related terms
[source]

date

Grammatical form. Grammatical information, i.e. word class, gender and/or number, may
be given where there is a risk of misunderstanding.

Synonymy. Non-preferred terms are also listed as separate entries in alphabetical order,
giving only a cross-reference to the preferred term.

Polysemy. When a term has more than one meaning, each meaning is given in a separate
entry.

Abbreviation entry. An entry in Part 4 contains only the abbreviation and its full form.

1-E-2



Lexicon

NATO Agreed Terminology

The terminology that has been approved in both
official languages of NATO by the consensus of
the NATO member nations, through the NATO
Terminology Programme.

[CS]

NATO Agreed

silence procedure
A procedure by which concurrence is achieved
unless an objection is received by a given date.

Note: Within NATO, only the member nations may
break silence.

[AAP-42]
NATO Agreed

terminology proposal

A formal request to change the body of NATO
Agreed terminology by adding, modifying or
deleting a terminological entry.

[AAP-42]
NATO Agreed

1-E-3

AAP-06(2013)

terminologie agréée OTAN

Terminologie qui a été approuvée dans les deux
langues officielles de 'OTAN par consensus des
pays membres de I'Organisation dans le cadre du
Programme de terminologie de 'OTAN.

[CS]

Agréé OTAN

procédure d'accord tacite

Procédure par laquelle un accord tacite est acquis si
aucune objection n'est recue d'ici a une date
déterminée.

Note : au sein de I'OTAN, seuls les pays
membres peuvent rompre la procédure d'accord
tacite.

[AAP-42]

Agréé OTAN

proposition de terminologie

Demande officielle destinée a changer le corpus
de la terminologie agréée OTAN par I'ajout, la
modification ou la suppression d'un article
terminologique.

[AAP-42]

Agréé OTAN






AAP-06(2013)
1 PARTIE

ORGANISATION ET PROCEDURES

Chapitre 1

ELABORATION ET MISE A JOUR DE L'AAP-06, GLOSSAIRE OTAN DE TERMES ET
DEFINITIONS (ANGLAIS ET FRANGAIS)

1. La Conférence de terminologie du Comité militaire (MCTC) élabore et assure la mise a
jour de I'AAP-06 dans le cadre du Programme de terminologie de I'OTAN (NTP), soit, a
l'origine, le Programme de normalisation de la terminologie militaire de I'OTAN établi par le
Groupe permanent de I'OTAN en février 1954, qui :

a. attribuait la responsabilité de la coordination de la terminologie militaire de [OTAN
au Bureau militaire de standardisation (BMS) (le prédécesseur de I'Agence
OTAN de normalisation (AON)) ;

b. précisait les étapes préliminaires du traitement de la terminologie ;
C. définissait un mandat général.

Ce mandat a été périodiguement modifié et mis a jour pour permettre la participation de tous les
pays de OTAN. En 1970, le Bureau Air du BMS a promulgué I'Accord de normalisation OTAN
(STANAG) 3680 - Glossaire OTAN de termes et définitions a usage militaire (anglais et francgais)
(AAP-06), afin d'aider les Bureaux d'armée, groupes de travail et commissions d'experts a tenir
compte de la terminologie dans leurs domaines de compétence.

Tel quiindiqué dans sa 5° édition (Amendement 1), le STANAG 3680 a pour but d'enregistrer
l'acceptation, par les pays, de 'AAP-06. Les modalités de l'accord stipulent que «les pays
participants sont convenus d'utiliser IAAP-06, y compris ses corrections ultérieures, comme
principal glossaire OTAN de termes d'importance militaire et leurs définitions ». Depuis son
lancement officiel sur le site Internet protégé de 'AON en 2009, le Systeme de gestion de la
terminologie de 'OTAN (NTMS) prime sur 'AAP-06 en matiére de terminologie militaire. Le
NTMS contient 'AAP-06 ainsi que 20 autres glossaires et constitue, en vertu du NTP, la
référence pour la terminologie de 'OTAN.

Cependant, bien que le NTMS rende compte de la terminologie figurant dans I'AAP-06, des
versions électroniques et des copies papier de ce glossaire continueront, pour le moment, d'étre
diffusées chaque année.

Les articles dont l'inclusion dans 'AAP-06 est envisagée ne feront l'objet d'aucune classification,
I'AAP-06 étant accessible au public sur Internet.

1-F-1
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Chapitre 2
GUIDE D'UTILISATION

Structure du glossaire. Chacun des termes figurant dans ce glossaire est classé par
article, dans l'ordre alphabétique anglais dans la 2° Partie, et dans l'ordre alphabétique
francais dans la 3° Partie. La 4° Partie regroupe les abréviations et leurs formes complétes.

Article uninotionnel. Pour chaque concept (aussi appelé notion), il existe un article distinct
contenant sa ou ses désignations, sa définition et toutes les métadonnées éventuelles, et
qui est ainsi dit « uninotionnel ».

Organisation d'un article. Chaque article de la 2° Partie contient d'abord le terme privilégié
en anglais, suivi par une barre oblique, ainsi que le terme équivalent en frangais sur la
méme ligne, et, sur les lignes suivantes, les éventuels synonymes et abréviations, la
définition, les notes, les exemples, les renvois aux termes connexes et aux figures, la source
et la date d'agrément OTAN, a savoir :

terme privilégié
synonyme toléré
synonyme déconseillé
synonyme désuet
abréviation
Définition

Notes

Exemples

Termes connexes
[source]

date

Forme grammaticale. Des informations grammaticales, a savoir la partie du discours, le
genre ou le nombre, peuvent étre ajoutées lorsqu'il y a un risque de confusion.

Synonymie. Les termes non privilégiés font également l'objet d'articles distincts, classés
dans l'ordre alphabétique, avec un simple renvoi au terme privilégié.

Polysémie. Lorsqu'un méme terme peut prendre plusieurs sens, ces derniers sont définis
dans des articles distincts.

Article d'une abréviation. Les articles figurant dans la 4° Partie contiennent seulement
I'abréviation et sa forme compléte.

1-F-2



Lexique

procédure d'accord tacite

Procédure par laquelle un accord est acquis si
aucune objection n'est regue d'ici & une date
déterminée.

Note : au sein de I'OTAN, seuls les pays membres
peuvent rompre la procédure d'accord tacite.
[AAP-42]

Agréé OTAN

proposition de terminologie

Demande officielle destinée a changer le corpus de
la terminologie agréée OTAN par I'ajout, la
modification ou la suppression d'un article
terminologique.

[AAP-42]

Agréé OTAN

terminologie agréée OTAN

Terminologie qui a été approuvée dans les deux
langues officielles de 'OTAN par consensus des pays
membres de I'Organisation dans le cadre du
Programme OTAN de terminologie.

[CS]
Agréé OTAN

AAP-06(2013)

silence procedure
A procedure by which concurrence is achieved
unless an objection is received by a given date.

Note: Within NATO, only the member nations
may break silence.

[AAP-42]

NATO Agreed

terminology proposal

A formal request to change the body of NATO
Agreed terminology by adding, modifying or
deleting a terminological entry.

[AAP-42]
NATO Agreed

NATO Agreed Terminology

The terminology that has been approved in both
official languages of NATO by the consensus of
the NATO member nations, through the NATO
Terminology Programme.

[CS]
NATO Agreed

1-F-3






PART 2

ENGLISH TERMS AND DEFINITIONS IN ENGLISH ALPHABETICAL ORDER







abac scale / abaque de
conversion

A nomogram for obtaining the
conversion angle to apply when
plotting great circle bearings on
a Mercator projection.

01 Jul 1973

abeam / par le travers

Bearing approximately 090° or
270° degrees relative; at right
angles to the longitudinal axis of
a vehicle.

18 Aug 1998

abeam replenishment /
ravitaillement a couple

The transfer at sea of personnel
and/or supplies by rigs between
two or more ships proceeding
side by side.

01 Jul 1980

abort® / avorter®

To terminate a mission for any
reason other than enemy
action. It may occur at any point
after the beginning of the
mission and prior to its
completion.

01 May 1973

abort? / avorter?

To discontinue aircraft take-off
or missile launch.

01 May 1973

abrasion / rayure

In photography, a scratch or
mark produced mechanically on
an emulsion surface or film
base.

01 Jan 1973

absolute filter / filtre absolu
A filter capable of cutting off
100 % by weight of solid
particles greater than a stated
micron size.

01 Jan 1980

absolute height / hauteur
absolue

The height of an aircraft directly
above the surface or terrain
over which it is flying.

Related terms: altitude; altitude
datum; barometric altitude;
calibrated altitude; critical
altitude; cruising altitude;
cruising level; datum level; drop
altitude; height?; high altitude;
minimum safe altitude;
pressure-altitude; transition
altitude; transition level.

13 Jul 1994

A

absorbed dose / dose
absorbée

The amount of energy imparted
by nuclear (or ionizing) radiation
to unit mass of absorbing
material. The unit is the rad.

01 Feb 1973

acceleration error / erreur
d'accélération

An error caused by the
deflection of the vertical
reference due to any change in
acceleration of the aircraft.

01 Feb 1973

acceptable product / produit
de substitution

One which may be used in
place of another for extended
periods without technical
advice.

Related terms: emergency
substitute; standardized
product.

01 Feb 1973

acceptance trial / essai de
recette

A trial carried out by nominated
representatives of the eventual
military users of the weapon or
equipment to determine if the
specified performance and
characteristics have been met.
Related terms: consumer
logistics; production logistics.
04 Nov 2005

access procedure / procédure
d'acces

Related term: explosive
ordnance disposal procedures.
09 Jan 1996

accompaniment /
accompagnement

In naval cooperation and
guidance for shipping, the
coordinated passage through a
specific area of increased risk
by one or more merchant ships
in company with military assets.
Accompaniment takes place
under a voluntary arrangement
and does not imply direct
protection by military assets.
Related terms: merchant ship;
merchant shipping; naval
cooperation and guidance for
shipping.

02 Mar 2007

accuracy of fire / justesse de
tir

2-A-1

AAP-06(2013)

The precision of fire expressed
by the closeness of a grouping
of shots at and around the
centre of the target.

01 Oct 1984

acknowledgement / apercu

A message from the addressee
informing the originator that his
communication has been
received and is understood.

01 Jan 1974

acknowledgement signal /
signal d'accusé de réception
A signal sent to indicate that a
message has been received
properly.

09 May 2000

aclinic line
Preferred term: magnetic
equator.

acoustic circuit / mise de feu
acoustique

A circuit which responds to the
acoustic field of a target.
Related term: mine?.

02 May 1995

acoustic intelligence /
renseignement acoustique
ACINT

Intelligence derived from the
collection and processing of
acoustic phenomena.

01 Nov 1986

acoustic mine / mine
acoustique

A mine with an acoustic circuit
which responds to the acoustic
field of a ship or sweep.
Related term: mine®.

01 Aug 1976

acoustic minehunting /
chasse aux mines acoustique
The use of a sonar to detect
mines or mine-like objects
which may be on or protruding
from the sea bed, or buried.

01 Nov 1975

acoustic warfare / guerre
acoustique

In an underwater environment,
the use of acoustic energy to
provoke, exploit, restrict or
prevent hostile use of the
acoustic spectrum and the
implementation of any measures
taken to restrict its use to friendly
forces.

Related terms: acoustic warfare



counter-countermeasures;
acoustic warfare
countermeasures; acoustic
warfare support measures.
13 Dec 1999

acoustic warfare counter-
countermeasures / contre-
contre-mesures de guerre
acoustique

In an underwater environment,
those actions taken to ensure
effective friendly use of the
acoustic spectrum by countering
hostile acoustic warfare
measures. Acoustic warfare
counter-countermeasures involve
antiacoustic warfare support
measures and antiacoustic
warfare countermeasures, and
may not involve underwater
acoustic emissions.

Related terms: acoustic warfare;
acoustic warfare
countermeasures; acoustic
warfare support measures.

13 Dec 1999

acoustic warfare
countermeasures / contre-
mesures de guerre acoustique
In an underwater environment,
actions taken to prevent or
reduce the use of the acoustic
spectrum by hostile forces.
Acoustic warfare
countermeasures involve
intentional underwater acoustic
emissions for deception and
jamming.

Related terms: acoustic warfare;
acoustic warfare counter-
countermeasures; acoustic
warfare support measures.

13 Dec 1999

acoustic warfare support
measures / mesures de
soutien de la guerre
acoustique

AWSM

In an underwater environment,
actions taken to search for,
intercept and identify radiated
acoustic energy for the purpose
of exploiting such radiation.
Note: The use of these
measures involves no
intentional underwater acoustic
emission and is generally not
detectable by hostile forces.
Related terms: acoustic warfare;
acoustic warfare counter-
countermeasures; acoustic
warfare countermeasures.

22 Jan 2010

action information centre
Preferred term: combat
information centre.

activate / activer

In military administration, to
make active by official order a
previously established military
organization so that it can
function in its assigned
capacity.

13 Dec 1999

activation detector / détecteur
de neutrons par activation

A device used to determine
neutron flux or density by virtue
of the radioactivity induced in it
as a result of neutron capture.
01 Feb 1973

active / actif(ve)

In surveillance, an adjective
applied to actions or
equipments which emit energy
capable of being detected.

01 Nov 1975

active air defence / défense
aérienne active

Active measures taken against
attacking enemy forces to
destroy or nullify any form of air
or missile threat or to reduce
the effectiveness of any such
attack.

Related terms: air defence; air
superiority; air supremacy;
counter-air operation; defensive
counter-air operation; offensive
counter-air operation; passive
air defence.

20 Jun 2006

active defence / défense active
Active measures taken against
enemy forces to prevent, nullify
or reduce the effectiveness of
any form of enemy attack.
Related term: passive defence.
25 Jan 2005

active electronic protective
measures / mesures de
protection électronique
actives

Detectable measures, such as
altering transmitter parameters as
necessary, to ensure effective
friendly use of the
electromagnetic spectrum.
Related terms: electronic
protective measures; passive
electronic protective measures.
20 Nov 1996

active homing guidance /

guidage actif
A system of homing guidance
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wherein both the source for
illuminating the target, and the
receiver for detecting the
energy reflected from the target
as the result of illuminating the
target, are carried within the
missile.

Related term: homing guidance.
01 Feb 1973

active material / matiére
fissile

Material, such as plutonium and
certain isotopes of uranium,
which is capable of supporting a
fission chain reaction.

01 Feb 1973

active mine / mine a dispositif
actif

A mine actuated by the
reflection from a target of a
signal emitted by the mine.
Related term: passive mine'?.
01 Nov 1994

active public information
policy / attitude active en
matiéere d'information
publique

A policy which dictates that
attempts will be made to
stimulate media/public interest
about an issue or activity for the
purpose of informing the public.
Interest may be stimulated by
press advisories, news
releases, personal contacts,
press conferences or other
forms of public presentation.
Related term: passive public
information policy.

01 Nov 1990

actuate / déclencher

To operate a firing mechanism
by an influence or a series of
influences in such a way that all
the requirements of the
mechanism for firing or for
registering a target count are
met.

Related term: dormant state.

09 Jan 1996

actuator / servocommande

A mechanism that furnishes the
force required to displace a
control surface or other control
element.

01 Jan 1980

acute radiation dose / dose
d'irradiation aigué

Total ionising radiation dose
received at one time and over a
period so short that biological
recovery cannot occur.

Related term: chronic radiation



dose.
01 Mar 1979

add / plus loin

In artillery and naval fire
support, a correction used by an
observer/spotter to indicate that
an increase in range along a
spotting line is desired.

01 Sep 1974

additional military

layer / couche militaire
additionnelle

AML

A unified range of digital
geospatial data products
designed to satisfy the totality of
NATO non-navigational
maritime defence requirements.
01 Oct 2003

ad hoc movement /
mouvement improvisé

A movement which may occur
at any time, for which necessary
or appropriate planning data is
not yet available. This
movement will be partially or
fully planned as soon as the
required information has been
provided.

Related terms: fully planned
movement; partially planned
movement.

01 Nov 1990

adjust fire! / prét a régler

In artillery and naval fire
support, a method of control
transmitted in the call for fire by
the observer or spotter to
indicate that he will control the
adjustment.

01 Sep 1974

adjust fire? / réglage

In artillery and naval fire
support, an order or request to
initiate an adjustment of fire.
01 Sep 1974

adjustment of fire / réglage
observé de tir

Process used in artillery and
naval fire to obtain correct
bearing, range and height of
burst (if time fuzes are used)
when engaging a target by
observed fire.

Related term: spot®.

01 Feb 1973

administration /
administration

The provision and
implementation of regulations
and procedures related to the
management of an organization

in support of the
accomplishment of its mission.
[Approving authority(ies): CS]
10 Mar 2004

administrative chain of
command / voie
administrative

The normal chain of command
for administration.

Related terms: chain of
command; operational chain of
command.

01 Jun 1984

administrative control /
contrbéle administratif

ADCON

Direction or exercise of
authority over subordinate or
other organizations in respect to
administrative matters such as
personnel management, supply,
services, and other matters not
included in the operational
missions of the subordinate or
other organizations.

Related terms: command®;
control?; full command;
operational command;
operational control.

01 Apr 1971

administrative escort /
escorteur administratif

A warship or merchant ship
under naval control, carrying a
convoy commodore and his
staff, serving as a platform for
simultaneous communication
with an operational control
authority and a coastal convoy.
01 Oct 1978

administrative loading /
chargement administratif
commercial loading

A loading system which gives
primary consideration to
achieving maximum utilization
of troops and cargo space
without regard to tactical
considerations. Equipment and
supplies must be unloaded and
sorted before they can be used.
01 Feb 1973

administrative movement /
mouvement administratif

A movement in which troops
and vehicles are arranged to
expedite their movement and
conserve time and energy when
no enemy interference, except
by air, is anticipated.

01 Feb 1973

administrative order / ordre
administratif
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An order covering traffic,
supplies, maintenance,
evacuation, personnel and other
administrative detalils.

13 Dec 1999

administrative plan / plan
administratif et logistique

A plan, normally relating to and
complementing the operation
plan or order, which provides
information and instructions
covering the logistic and
administrative support of the
operation.

01 Sep 1981

advanced aerodrome /
aérodrome avancé

An aerodrome, usually having
minimum facilities, in or near an
objective area.

Related term: aerodrome.

20 Nov 1996

advanced base / base
avancée

A base located in or near a
theatre of operations whose
primary mission is to support
military operations.

01 Mar 1981

advanced fleet anchorage /
mouillage avancé de flotte

A secure anchorage for a large
number of naval vessels,
mobile support units and
auxiliaries located in or near a
theatre of operations.

Related term: emergency
anchorage

01 Feb 1973

advanced guard / avant-garde
The leading element of an
advancing force. The primary
mission is to ensure the
uninterrupted advance of the
main body. It has the following
functions:

a. to find and exploit gaps in the
enemy's defensive system;

b. to prevent the main body of
the advancing force running
blindly into enemy opposition;

c. to clear away minor
opposition or, if major
opposition is met, to cover the
deployment of the main body.
Related term: mainguard.

01 Feb 1973

advance force / force d'avant-
garde

A temporary organization within
the amphibious task force which
precedes the main body to the
objective area. Its function is to



participate in preparing the
objective for the main assault
by conducting such operations
as reconnaissance, seizure of
supporting positions,
minesweeping, preliminary
bombardment, underwater
demolitions, and air support.
01 Jun 1981

advance to contact / marche a
I'ennemi

An offensive operation designed
to gain or re-establish contact
with the enemy.

Related term: approach march.
01 Oct 1978

adversary / adversaire

A party acknowledged as
potentially hostile to a friendly
party and against which the use
of force may be envisaged.

14 Oct 2002

advisory area / région a
service consultatif

A designated area within a flight
information region where air
traffic advisory service is
available.

01 Feb 1973

advisory control / contrble
consultatif

A mode of control under which
the aircraft commander selects
his own speed, altitude and
heading, and has freedom of
action to accomplish the
assigned task. The aircraft
control unit will inform the
aircraft of the current tactical
picture and provide adequate
warnings of hazards affecting
aircraft safety.

01 Nov 1975

aerial picket
Preferred term: air picket.

aerial reconnaissance
Preferred term: air
reconnaissance.

aerodrome / aérodrome
airfield

AD

An area prepared for the
accommodation (including any
buildings, installations and
equipment), landing and take-
off of aircraft.

Related terms: advanced
aerodrome; aerodrome traffic*?;
air strip; air traffic; alternate
aerodrome; diversion®;
diversion aerodrome; helipad,;
landing area?; landing site®;

main aerodrome; redeployment
aerodrome; touchdown zone'?,
01 Feb 1973

aerodrome damage repair /
réparation des dégats subis
par un aérodrome

ADR

The range of activities required
to restore the operational
capability of an aerodrome after
non-nuclear attack, including:
a. reconnaissance to assess
the damage and essential
recuperative work;

b. explosive ordnance disposal;
c. restoration of minimum
operating surfaces, including
aircraft manoeuvring areas and
access tracks;

d. restoration of services and
facilities essential for the
conduct of air operations.

03 Aug 1998

aerodrome traffict/
circulation d'aérodrome?

All traffic on the manoeuvring
area of an aerodrome.
Related terms: aerodrome; air
traffic.

01 Oct 2001

aerodrome traffic?/ circulation
d'aérodrome?

All aircraft flying in the vicinity of
an aerodrome.

Related terms: aerodrome; air
traffic.

01 Oct 2001

aerodynamic missile / missile
aérodynamique

A missile which uses
aerodynamic forces to maintain
its flight path.

Related terms: ballistic missile;
missile.

01 Nov 1994

aeromedical evacuation /
évacuation sanitaire aérienne
AEROMEDEVAC

The movement of patients to
and between medical treatment
facilities by air transportation.
02 Mar 2009

aeromedical evacuation
control centre / centre de
contrOle des évacuations
sanitaires aériennes

AECC

The control facility established
by the commander of an air
transport division, air force, or
air command. It operates in
conjunction with the command
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movement control centre and
coordinates overall medical
requirements with airlift
capability. It also assigns
medical missions to the
appropriate aeromedical
evacuation elements in the
system and monitors patient
movement activities.

01 Feb 1973

aeromedical evacuation
coordinating officer / officier
régulateur des évacuations
sanitaires aériennes

AECO

An officer of an originating, in-
transit, or destination medical
facility/ establishment who
coordinates aeromedical
evacuation activities of the
facility/establishment.

10 Jun 2003

aeromedical evacuation
operations officer / officier
responsable des opérations
d'évacuations sanitaires
aériennes

An officer of the airlift force or
command who is responsible
for activities relating to planning
and directing aeromedical
evacuation operations,
maintaining liaison with medical
airlift activities concerned,
operating an aeromedical
evacuation control centre, and
otherwise coordinating aircraft
and patient movements.

01 Feb 1973

aeromedical evacuation
system / chaine d'évacuations
sanitaires aériennes

AES

A system which provides:

a. control of patient movement
by air transport;

b. specialized medical
attendants and equipment for
in-flight medical care;

c. facilities on, or in the vicinity
of, air strips and airbases, for
the limited medical care of
intransit patients entering, en
route via, or leaving the system;
d. communication with
destination and en route
medical facilities concerning
patient airlift movements.

01 Feb 1973

aeronautical chart / carte
aéronautique

A chart specifically designed to
meet air navigation
requirements.

Related terms: aeronautical



plotting chart; aeronautical
topographic chart; chart; map;
special aeronautical chart.

01 Nov 1991

aeronautical information
overprint / surimpression
d'informations aéronautiques
Additional information which is
printed or stamped on a map or
chart for the specific purpose of
air navigation.

01 Feb 1973

aeronautical plotting chart /
carte de tracé de route
aéronautique

A chart designed for the
graphical processes of
navigation.

Related terms: aeronautical
chart; aeronautical topographic
chart; chart; map; special
aeronautical chart.

01 Oct 1984

aeronautical topographic
chart / carte topographique
aéronautique

A representation of features of
the surface of the earth,
designed primarily as an aid to
visual or radar navigation,
which shows selected terrain,
cultural or hydrographic
features and supplementary
aeronautical information.
Related terms: aeronautical
chart; aeronautical plotting chart;
chart; map; special aeronautical
chart.

01 Feb 1973

aeropause / aéropause
Region in which functional
effects of the atmosphere on
man and aircraft cease to exist.
01 Feb 1973

afloat support / soutien
logistique a la mer

A form of logistic support
outside the confines of a
harbour in which fuel,
ammunition and supplies are
provided for operating forces
either underway or at anchor.
01 Dec 1974

afterburning®/
postcombustion?

The characteristic of some
rocket motors to burn irregularly
for some time after the main
burning and thrust has ceased.
01 Feb 1973

afterburning?/

postcombustion?

The process of fuel injection
and combustion in the exhaust
jet of a turbojet engine (aft or to
the rear of the turbine).

01 Feb 1973

after-flight inspection /
vérification apres le vol

post- flight inspection
General examination after flight
for obvious defects, correction
of defects reported by aircraft
crews, replenishment of
consumable or expendable
stores, and securing aircraft.
01 Feb 1973

agency / organisme de
renseignement

collection agency

In intelligence usage, an
organization or individual
engaged in collecting and/or
processing information.
Related terms: agent;
intelligence cycle; source.
01 Sep 1981

agent / agent

In intelligence usage, one who
is recruited, trained, controlled
and employed to obtain and
report information.

Related terms: agency; source.
01 Sep 1981

age of moon / &4ge de la lune
The elapsed time, usually
expressed in days, since the
last new moon.

01 Feb 1973

agonic line / ligne agonale

A line drawn on a map or chart
joining points of zero magnetic
declination for a specified year
date.

01 Feb 1974

agreed point / repére convenu
A predetermined point on the
ground, identifiable from the air,
and used when aircraft assist in
fire adjustment.

01 Feb 1973

airborne’/ aéroporté?

Adjective used to describe troops
specially trained to carry out
operations, either by paradrop or
air landing, following an air
movement.

Related terms: airborne force;
airborne operation; air-portable;
air-transportable; operation;
paradrop.

01 Oct 2001
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airborne?/ aéroporté?
Adjective used to describe
materiel specially designed for
airborne troops.

01 Oct 2001

airborne®/ aéroporté®
Adjective used to describe
aeronautical equipment used to
accomplish a particular mission.
01 Oct 2001

airborne*/ de bord

Adjective used to describe items
forming an integral part of an
aircraft.

01 Oct 2001

airborne®/ en vol

Adjective used to describe the
state of an aircraft from the
instant it becomes entirely
sustained by air until it ceases to
be so sustained.

01 Oct 2001

airborne alert / alerte en vol
A state of aircraft readiness
wherein combat-equipped
aircraft are airborne and ready
for immediate action.

Related terms: alert?; fighter
cover.

01 Sep 2003

airborne command post / poste
de commandement volant

ACP

A suitably equipped aircraft used
by the commander for the
conduct of his operations.

01 Oct 2003

airborne early warning and
control / alerte lointaine et
contrdle aérien par moyens
aéroportés

Air surveillance and control
provided by airborne early
warning aircraft which are
equipped with search and
height-finding radar and
communication equipment for
controlling weapon systems.
Related term: air picket.

01 Feb 1973

airborne force / force
aéroportée

A force composed primarily of
ground and air units organized,
equipped and trained for
airborne operations.

Related terms: airborne®;
force(s).

01 Feb 1973

airborne force liaison officer /
officier de liaison des forces



aéroportées

An officer who is the
representative of the airborne
units and who works with the air
force on aerodromes being
used for airborne operations.

01 Feb 1973

airborne interception
equipment / centrale
d'interception

A fire control system, including
radar equipment, installed in
interceptor aircraft used to
effect air interception.

01 Aug 1973

airborne operation / opération
aéroportée

An operation involving the
movement of combat forces
and their logistic support into an
objective area by air.

Related terms: airborne?; air
transportable unit.

01 Feb 1973

airborne radio relay / relais
radio en vol

A technique employing aircraft
fitted with radio relay stations
for the purpose of increasing
the range, flexibility or physical
security of communication
systems.

01 Feb 1973

airburst / explosion aérienne
An explosion of a bomb or
projectile above the surface as
distinguished from an explosion
on contact with the surface or
after penetration.

Related term: type of burst.

01 Feb 1973

air cargo / cargaison aérienne
Stores, equipment or vehicles,
which do not form part of the
aircraft, and are either part or all
of its payload.

Related term: cargo.

01 Mar 1981

air cartographic camera /
chambre
aérophotogrammeétrique
mapping camera

A camera having the accuracy
and other characteristics
essential for air survey or
cartographic photography.

01 May 1973

air cartographic photography
/ photographie aérienne
cartographique

air survey photography

The taking and processing of air

photographs for mapping and
charting purposes.
01 Feb 1973

air control / contrble aérien
Related terms: air controller; air
traffic control centre; airway;
area control centre; control and
reporting centre; control area;
control zone; controlled
airspace; interceptor controller;
tactical air control centre;
tactical air controller; terminal
control area.

01 Feb 1973

air controller / contrdleur
aérien

An individual especially trained
for and assigned the duty of the
control (by use of radio, radar,
or other means) of such aircraft
as may be allotted to him for
operation within his area.
Related terms: air control;
tactical air controller.

01 Feb 1973

air corridor / corridor aérien
A restricted air route of travel
specified for use by friendly
aircraft and established for the
purpose of preventing friendly
aircraft from being fired on by
friendly forces.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft / aéronef

AlC

AC (admitted)

Any machine that can derive
support in the atmosphere from
the reactions of the air other
than the reactions of the air
against the earth's surface.
[derived from: ICAO]

26 Aug 2009

aircraft arresting barrier /
barriére d'arrét d'aéronef
emergency barrier

A device, not dependent on an
aircraft arresting hook, used to
stop an aircraft by absorbing its
forward momentum in an
emergency landing or aborted
take-off.

Related term: aircraft arresting
system.

01 Nov 1994

aircraft arresting cable / cable
d'arrét d'aéronef

aircraft arresting wire

That portion of an aircraft
arresting system which spans
the runway surface or flight
deck landing area and is
engaged by the aircraft
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arresting hook.

Related term: aircraft arresting
system.

13 Jul 1994

aircraft arresting gear /
dispositif d'arrét d'aéronef

A device used to engage hook
equipped aircraft to absorb the
forward momentum of a routine
or emergency landing, or
aborted take-off.

Related term: aircraft arresting
system.

01 Jan 1983

aircraft arresting hook /
crosse d'arrét d'aéronef

tail hook

A device fitted to an aircraft to
engage arresting gear.
Related term: aircraft arresting
system.

01 Jul 1994

aircraft arresting system /
systéme d'arrét d'aéronef

A series of devices used to stop
an aircraft by absorbing its
momentum in a routine or
emergency landing or aborted
take-off.

Related terms: aircraft arresting
barrier; aircraft arresting cable;
aircraft arresting gear; aircraft
arresting hook.

01 Nov 1994

aircraft arresting wire
Preferred term: aircraft arresting
cable.

aircraft arrestment / arrét d'un
aéronef

Controlled stopping of an
aircraft by external means.

01 Aug 1974

aircraft captain
Preferred term: aircraft
commander.

aircraft climb corridor /
couloir de montée pour
aéronefs

Controlled airspace of defined
vertical and horizontal
dimensions extending from a
controlled area that may include
an aerodrome, in which an
aircraft executes all or part of a
climb under positive control.

04 Oct 2000

aircraft commander /
commandant d'aéronef
aircraft captain

The aircrew member



designated by a competent
authority as being in command
of an aircraft and responsible
for its safe operation.

Note: The aircraft commander
may also be the mission
commander.

Related term: mission
commander.

01 Oct 2001

aircraft control unit / unité de
contrdle tactique air

ACU

A unit with facilities and
personnel, including controllers,
for conducting aircraft control
and which exercises tactical
control of aircraft or a unit(s).
01 Nov 1975

aircraft cross-servicing /
services mutuels pour
aéronefs

ACS

Services performed on an
aircraft by an organization other
than that to which the aircraft is
assigned, according to an
established operational aircraft
cross-servicing requirement,
and for which there may be a
charge. Aircraft cross-servicing
has been divided into two
categories:

a. Stage A cross-servicing - The
servicing of an aircraft on an
aerodrome/ship, which enables
the aircraft to be flown to
another aerodrome/ship.

b. Stage B cross-servicing - The
servicing of an aircraft on an
aerodrome/ship, which enables
the aircraft to be flown on an
operational mission.

Related terms: aircraft
servicing, aircraft transient
servicing; operational aircraft
cross-servicing requirement.

01 Nov 1994

aircraft dispersal area / aire
de dispersion

An area on a military installation
designed primarily for the
dispersal of parked aircraft,
whereby such aircraft will be
less vulnerable in the event of
enemy air raid.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft flat pallet / palette
d'aéronef

A stressed pallet capable of
supporting and restraining a
specifically rated load. It is
specifically designed for tie-
down in an aircraft.

Related term: palletized unit

load.
01 Feb 1973

aircraft ground support
equipment / matériel de
servitude au sol

Equipment needed to carry out
servicing and maintenance of an
aircraft and its associated
mission systems.

25 Sep 1998

aircraft guide
Preferred term: aircraft
marshaller.

aircraft handover / prise en
compte successive d'un
aéronef

The process of transferring
control of aircraft from one
controlling authority to another.
01 Feb 1973

aircraft inspection /
vérification d'aéronefs

The process of systematically
examining, checking and testing
aircraft structural members,
components and systems, to
detect actual or potential
unserviceable conditions.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft loading table / tableau
de fractionnement

A data sheet used by the force
unit commander containing
information as to the load that
actually goes into each aircraft.
01 Feb 1973

aircraft marshaller / signaleur
aircraft guide

A person trained to direct by
visual or other means the
movement of aircraft on the
ground into and out of landing,
parking or hovering points.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft marshalling area / aire
de manoeuvre des aéronefs
An area in which aircraft may
form up before take-off or
assemble after landing.

Related term: manoeuvring
area.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft mission equipment /
équipement particulier d'un
aéronef

aircraft role equipment
Equipment that must be fitted to
an aircraft to enable it to fulfil a
particular mission or task.

01 Feb 1973
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aircraft modification /
modification d'un aéronef

A change in the physical
characteristics of aircraft,
accomplished either by a
change in production
specifications or by alteration of
items already produced.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft picketing / saisie
d'aéronef

aircraft tie-down

Securing aircraft when parked
in the open to restrain
movement due to the weather
or condition of the parking area.
01 Dec 1974

aircraft replenishing /
ravitaillement d'un aéronef
The refilling of aircraft with
consumables such as fuel, ail,
and compressed gasses to
predetermined levels,
pressures, quantities or
weights. Rearming is excluded.
01 Feb 1973

aircraft role equipment
Preferred term: aircraft mission
equipment.

aircraft scrambling / ordre de
décollage immédiat

Directing the immediate take-off
of aircraft from a ground alert
condition of readiness.

01 Feb 1973

aircraft servicing / entretien
courant pour aéronefs
Activities and procedures
related to inspection,
replenishment of expendables
and consumables, cleaning,
lubrication, marshalling, parking
and securing of aircraft.
Related terms: aircraft cross-
servicing; aircraft servicing
connector; aircraft transient
servicing; cross-servicing;
servicing.

02 Mar 2007

aircraft servicing connector /
raccord de servitude pour
aéronefs

A device fitted to aircraft and/or
ground equipment which
enables replenishing and/or
servicing to be carried out.
Related terms: aircraft cross-
servicing; aircraft servicing;
aircraft transient servicing;
cross-servicing; servicing.

01 Dec 1979



aircraft store / charge
emportée par aéronef

Any device intended for internal
or external carriage and
mounted on aircraft suspension
and release equipment, whether
or not the item is intended to be
separated in flight from the
aircraft. Aircraft stores are
classified in two categories as
follows:

a. Expendable store - An
aircraft store normally
separated from the aircraft in
flight such as a missile, rocket,
bomb, nuclear weapon, mine,
torpedo, pyrotechnic device,
sonobuoy, signal underwater
sound device, or other similar
items.

b. Non-expendable store - An
aircraft store which is not
normally separated from the
aircraft in flight such as a tank
(fuel and spray), line-source
disseminator, pod (refuelling,
thrust augmentation, gun,
electronic-countermeasures,
data link, etc.), multiple rack,
target, cargo drop container,
drone or other similar items.
Related terms: cluster bomb
unit; load.

01 Sep 1981

aircraft tie-down
Preferred term: aircraft
picketing.

aircraft transient servicing /
assistance aux aéronefs de
passage

Services performed on an
aircraft by an organization other
than that to which the aircraft is
assigned and for which there
may be a financial charge. This
activity is separate from the
established aircraft cross-
servicing programme and
requires that the transient
aircrew supervise the correct
application of ground crew
procedures.

Related terms: aircraft cross-
servicing; aircraft servicing

01 Jul 1994

aircraft vectoring / guidage
des appareils par
transmission de cap

The directional control of in-
flight aircraft through
transmission of azimuth
headings.

01 Feb 1973

air cushion vehicle /

aéroglisseur

ACV

A vehicle capable of being
operated so that its weight,
including its payload, is wholly
or significantly supported on a
cushion of air generated
continuously at higher than
ambient pressure.

Related term: ground-effect
machine.

09 Jan 1996

air data computer

Preferrred term: central air data
computer.

01 Mar 1981

air defence / défense aérienne
AD

All measures designed to nullify
or reduce the effectiveness of
hostile air action.

Related terms: active air
defence; passive air defence.
01 Mar 1985

air defence action area / zone
d'action de défense aérienne
An area and the airspace above
it within which friendly aircraft or
surface-to-air weapons are
normally given precedence in
operations except under
specified conditions.

Related term: air defence
operations area.

01 Jul 1993

air defence area / zone de
défense aérienne

ADA

A specifically defined airspace
for which air defence must be
planned and provided.

Related term: combat air patrol.
01 Jul 1993

air defence command /
commandement de la défense
aérienne

ADC

The authority and responsibility
for the air defence of a
designated area.

01 Nov 1975

air defence commander /
commandant de la défense
aérienne

A duly appointed commander
responsible for the air defence
of a designated area.

22 Jan 2010

air defence control centre /

centre de contrdle de défense
aérienne
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ADCC

The principal information,
communication and operations
centre from which all aircraft, anti-
aircraft operations, air defence
artillery, missiles and air warning
functions of a specific area of air
defence responsibility are
supervised and coordinated.
Related term: combat
information centre.

09 Jul 1997

air defence early warning
Preferred term: early warning.

air defence ground
environment / infrastructure
électronique de défense
aérienne

ADGE

The network of ground radar
sites and command and control
centres within a specific theatre
of operations which are used for
the tactical control of air
defence operations.

22 Jan 2010

air defence identification zone
/ zone d'identification de
défense aérienne

ADIZ

Airspace of defined dimensions
within which the ready
identification, location, and
control of aircraft is required.
Related term: air defence
operations area.

01 Feb 1973

air defence operations area /
zone d'opérations de défense
aérienne

A geographical area within
which procedures are
established to minimize
interference between air
defence operations and other
types of operations. It may
include one or more of the
following:

a. air defence action area;

b. air defence area;

c. air defence identification
zZone;

d. firepower umbrella.
Related terms: air defence
action area; air defence
identification zone; fire-power
umbrella.

04 Oct 2000

air defence region / région de
défense aérienne

ADR

A geographical subdivision of
an air defence area.

01 Dec 1974



air defence sector / secteur
de défense aérienne

A geographical subdivision of
an air defence region.

01 Feb 1973

air defence ship / batiment de
défense aérienne

The ship detailed to assume
responsibility for air defence.
01 Feb 1973

air draught / tirant d'air

The vertical distance between the
waterline and the highest point of
a ship's structure.

Related terms: draught;
overhead clearance.

04 Oct 2000

airdrop / largage!

Delivery of personnel or cargo
from aircraft in flight.

Related terms: airdrop platform;
air movement; free drop; hill
shading; low-velocity drop;
platform drop.

01 Feb 1973

airdrop platform / plate-forme
de largage

A base on which vehicles,
cargo or equipment are loaded
for airdrop or low altitude
extraction.

Related terms: airdrop; platform
drop.

01 Feb 1973

air evacuation / évacuation
par air

Evacuation by aircraft of
personnel and cargo.

01 Feb 1973

airfield
Preferred term: aerodrome.

air freighting / aérotransport
de matériel

The non-tactical movement of
cargo by air.

01 Feb 1973

air-ground operations system
/ systéme d'opérations air-sol
An Army and/or Air Force
system providing the ground
commander with the means for
receiving, processing and
forwarding the requests of
subordinate ground
commanders for air support
missions and for the rapid
dissemination of information
and intelligence.

01 Feb 1973

airhead®/ téte de pont
aérienne’

A designated area in a hostile
or threatened territory which,
when seized and held, ensures
the continuous air landing of
troops and matériel and
provides the manoeuvre space
necessary for projected
operations. Normally it is the
area seized in the assault
phase of an airborne operation.
Related terms: beachhead,;
bridgehead.

01 Feb 1973

airhead?/ téte de pont
aérienne?

A designated location in an area
of operations used as a base
for supply and evacuation by
air.

Related terms: beachhead,;
bridgehead.

01 Feb 1973

air interception / interception
aérienne

Al

An operation by which aircraft
effect visual or electronic
contact with other aircraft.
Related terms: broadcast-
controlled air interception;
close- controlled air
interception; controlled
interception.

01 Dec 1974

air interdiction / interdiction
aérienne

Al

Air operations conducted to
divert, disrupt, delay, degrade
or destroy an enemy's military
potential before it can be
brought to bear effectively and
at such distance that detailed
integration of each air mission
with the fire and manoeuvre of
friendly forces is not required.
04 Feb 2011

air landed / posé*

Moved by air and disembarked,
or unloaded, after the aircraft
has landed or while a helicopter
is hovering.

Related terms: air movement;
landing area®?

01 Dec 1974

air liaison officer / officier de
liaison Air

A tactical air force or naval
aviation officer attached to a
ground or naval unit or
formation as the advisor on
tactical air operation matters.

2-A-9

AAP-06(2013)

Related term: ground liaison
officer.
01 Nov 1975

airlift capability / capacité
d'emport instantané

The total capacity expressed in
terms of number of passengers
and/or weight/cubic
displacement of cargo that can
be carried at any one time to a
given destination by the
available air transport service.
Related terms: airlift
requirement; allowable load;
load; loading.

01 Feb 1973

airlift requirement / capacité
d'enléevement demandé

The total number of passengers
and/or weight/cubic
displacement of cargo required
to be carried by air for a specific
task.

Related terms: airlift capability;
load; loading.

01 Feb 1973

air logistic support operation /
opération aérienne de soutien
logistique

An air operation, excluding an
airborne operation, conducted
within a theatre of operations to
distribute and/or recover
personnel, equipment and
supplies.

04 Oct 2000

airmiss
Preferred term: near miss.

air mission
Preferred term: mission?.

airmobile forces / force
aéromobile

The ground combat, supporting
and air vehicle units required to
conduct an airmobile operation.
01 Mar 1979

airmobile operation /
opération aéromobile

An operation in which combat
forces and their equipment
manoeuvre about the battlefield
by aircraft to engage in ground
combat.

Related term: helicopterborne
operation.

01 Nov 1992

airmobility / aéromobilité

A capability of airmobile forces
which permits them to move by
air while retaining the ability to

engage in ground combat.



01 Dec 1977

air movement / mouvement
par voie aérienne

Air transport of units, personnel,
supplies, equipment and
matériel.

Related terms: air landed;
airdrop; air trooping; free drop;
high-velocity drop; low-velocity
drop; release.

01 Nov 1994

air movement officer /
régulateur

An officer trained for duties in
air movement/traffic sections.
01 Feb 1973

air movement table / tableau
d'enlévement

A table prepared by a ground
force commander in
coordination with an air force
commander. This form, issued
as an annex to the operation
order:

a. indicates the allocation of
aircraft space to elements of
the ground units to be airlifted;
b. designates the number and
type of aircraft in each serial;
c. specifies the departure area,
time of loading and take-off.
01 Feb 1973

air movement traffic section /
section trafic des
mouvements aériens

A section located on those
aerodromes which serve
transport aircraft. It is
responsible for the loading and
unloading of aircraft, and for the
handling of passengers, mail
and materiel.

01 Feb 1973

air observer / observateur
aérien

An individual whose primary
mission is to observe or take
photographs from an aircraft in
order to adjust artillery fire or
obtain military information.

01 Feb 1973

air photographic
reconnaissance /
reconnaissance aérienne
photographique

The obtaining of information by
air photography, divided into
three types:

a. strategic photographic
reconnaissance;

b. tactical photographic
reconnaissance;

C. survey / cartographic

photography - air photography
taken for survey/ cartographical
purposes and to
survey/cartographic standards
of accuracy. It may be strategic
or tactical.

01 Feb 1973

air picket / avion piquet-radar
aerial picket

An airborne early warning
aircraft positioned primarily to
detect, report and track
approaching enemy aircraft or
missiles and to control
intercepts.

Related term: airborne early
warning and control.

01 Aug 1976

air plot' / graphique de
navigation aérienne par
rapport & l'air

A continuous plot used in air
navigation of a graphic
representation of true headings
steered and air distances flown.
01 Feb 1973

air plot?/ graphique de
navigation aérienne par
rapport & I'air?

A continuous plot of the position
of an airborne object
represented graphically to show
true headings steered and air
distances.

01 Feb 1973

air plot®/ plot air

Within ships, a display which
shows the positions and
movements of an airborne
object relative to the plotting
ship.

01 Feb 1973

air-portable / aéroportable
An adjective used to describe
materiel or equipment which,
loaded either internally or
externally, can be transported
by air with no more than minor
dismantling and reassembling
by the user unit.

Note: The type of aircraft must
be specified to indicate the
degree of air portability.
Related terms: airborne?; air-
transportable.

01 Oct 2001

air position / position air
no-wind position

The calculated position of an
aircraft assuming no wind
effect.

01 Feb 1973
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air priorities committee /
comité de priorités aériennes
A committee set up to
determine the priorities of
passengers and cargo.
Related term: air transport
allocations board.

01 Feb 1973

air reconnaissance /
reconnaissance aérienne
aerial reconnaissance

AR

The collection of information of
intelligence interest either by
visual observation from the air
or through the use of airborne
Sensors.

Related term: reconnaissance.
01 Mar 1981

air route / route aérienne

AR

The navigable airspace
between two points, identified to
the extent necessary for the
application of flight rules.

01 Feb 1973

airspace control / contréle de
I'espace aérien

AC

ASC

The implementation and
coordination of the procedures
governing airspace planning
and organization in order to
minimize risk and allow for the
efficient and flexible use of
airspace.

Related term: airspace control
authority.

22 Jun 2004

airspace control area / zone
de contrble de I'espace aérien
Airspace which is laterally
defined by the boundaries of the
area of operations. The
airspace control area may be
subdivided into airspace control
sub-areas.

01 Mar 1981

airspace control authority /
autorité de contréle de I'espace
aérien

ACA

The commander designated to
assume overall responsibility for
the operation of the airspace
control system in his or her
assigned area.

Related term: airspace control.
22 Jun 2004

airspace control boundary /
limite de contrble de I'espace



aérien

The lateral limits of an airspace
control area, airspace control
sub-area, high-density airspace
control zone or airspace
restricted area.

01 Mar 1981

airspace control system /
systéme de contrdle de
I'espace aérien

ACS

An arrangement of those
organizations, personnel,
policies, procedures and
facilities required to perform
airspace control functions.
01 Sep 1981

airspace restrictions /
restrictions de I'espace aérien
Special restrictive measures
applied to segments of airspace
of defined dimensions.

01 Jul 1980

airspace warning area
Preferred term: danger area.

air staging unit / service
d'escale aérienne

A unit situated at an aerodrome
and concerned with reception,
handling, servicing and
preparation for departure of
aircraft and control of personnel
and cargo.

01 Dec 1993

air station / point de prise de
vue

exposure station

In photogrammetry, the point in
space occupied by the camera
lens at the moment of
exposure.

01 Sep 1974

air strip / bande d'atterrissage
An unimproved surface which
has been adapted for take-off or
landing of aircraft, usually
having minimum facilities.
Related term: aerodrome.

01 Feb 1973

air superiority / supériorité
aérienne

AS

That degree of dominance in
the air battle of one force over
another which permits the
conduct of operations by the
former and its related land, sea
and air forces at a given time
and place without prohibitive
interference by the opposing
force.

01 Feb 1973

air supply / ravitaillement par
air

The delivery of cargo by airdrop
or air landing.

01 Feb 1973

air support / appui aérien

All forms of support given by air
forces on land or sea.

Related terms: close air
support; immediate air support;
indirect air support; on-call
mission; preplanned air support;
tactical air support.

01 Feb 1973

air support operations centre
/ centre d'opérations d'appui
aérien

ASOC

An agency of a tactical air
control system collocated with a
corps headquarters or an
appropriate land force
headquarters, which
coordinates and directs close
air support and other tactical air
support.

Related term: tactical air control
centre.

01 Jan 1983

air supremacy / maitrise de
I'air

That degree of air superiority
wherein the opposing air force
is incapable of effective
interference.

01 Feb 1973

air surface zone / zone air-
surface

A restricted area established for
the purpose of preventing
friendly surface vessels and
aircraft from being fired upon by
friendly forces and for permitting
antisubmarine operations,
unrestricted by the operation of
friendly submarines.

Related term: restricted area®.
25 Sep 1998

air surveillance / surveillance
aérienne

The systematic observation of
air space by electronic, visual or
other means, primarily for the
purpose of identifying and
determining the movements of
aircraft and missiles, friendly
and enemy, in the air space
under observation.

Related term: surveillance.

01 Feb 1973

air surveillance officer /
officier de surveillance
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aérienne

An individual responsible for
coordinating and maintaining an
accurate, current picture of the
air situation within an assigned
airspace area.

01 Jan 1983

air survey photography
Preferred term: air cartographic
photography.

air terminal / aérogare

An installation on an aerodrome
with facilities for loading and
unloading aircraft and
processing traffic (passengers,
baggage, cargo and mail).

01 Jul 1987

air-to-air missile / missile air-
air

AAM

An air-launched missile for use
against air targets.

Related term: missile.

22 Jan 2010

air-to-ground missile / missile
air-sol

AGM

An air-to-surface missile used
against ground targets.

Related terms: air-to-surface
missile; missile.

04 Feb 2011

air-to-surface missile / missile
air-surface

ASM

An air-launched missile for use
against surface targets.

Related term: air-to-ground
missile; missile.

04 Feb 2011

air traffic / circulation aérienne
All aircraft in flight or operating on
the manoeuvring area of an
aerodrome.

[ICAQ]

Related terms: aerodrome;
aerodrome trafficl?.

01 Oct 2001

air traffic control centre /
centre du contrble de la
circulation aérienne

ATCC

A unit combining the functions
of an area control centre and a
flight information centre.
Related terms: air control; area
control centre; flight information
centre; flight information region.
13 Dec 1999

air traffic control clearance /



autorisation du contrble de la
circulation aérienne
Authorization by an air traffic
control authority for an aircraft
to proceed under specified
conditions.

01 Feb 1973

air traffic control service /
service du contrdle de la
circulation aérienne

A service provided for the
purpose of:

a. preventing collisions:

(1) between aircraft; and

(2) on the manoeuvring area
between aircraft and
obstructions; and

b. expediting and maintaining
an orderly flow of air traffic.
01 Nov 1980

air-transportable /
aérotransportable

An adjective used to describe
materiel or equipment which can
be transported by air, but which
requires dismantling and
reassembling beyond the
capabilities of the user unit.
Related terms: airborne’; air-
portable.

01 Oct 2001

air transportable unit / unité
aérotransportable

A unit, other than airborne,
whose equipment is adapted for
air movement.

Related terms: airborne®;
airborne operation.

01 Feb 1973

air transport allocations board
/ bureau d'allocations de
transports aériens

The joint agency responsible
within the theatre for the
establishment of airlift priorities
and for space allocation of
available aircraft capabilities
allotted to the theatre.

Related term: air priorities
committee.

01 Feb 1973

air transported force / force
transportée par air

A force which is moved by air.
Related term: force(s).

01 Feb 1973

air transport liaison officer /
officier de liaison de transport
par air

An officer attached for air
transport liaison duties to a
headquarters or unit.

01 Feb 1973

air transport liaison section /
section de liaison de
transport aérien

A sub-unit of the movement
control organization deployed to
aerodromes and responsible for
the control of service movement
at the aerodrome in connection
with air movement operations
and exercises.

01 Feb 1973

air transport operations /
opérations de transport
aérien

Related terms: strategic air
transport operations; tactical air
transport operations.

01 Feb 1973

air trooping / aérotransport de
personnel

The non-tactical air movement
of personnel.

Related term: air movement.

01 Feb 1973

airway / voie aérienne

A control area or portion thereof
established in the form of a
corridor marked with radio
navigational aids.

Related terms: air control;
control area; control zone;
terminal control area.

01 Feb 1973

alert! / alerte!

Readiness for action, defence
or protection.

01 Feb 1973

alert? / alerte?

A warning signal of a real or
threatened danger, such as an
air attack.

01 Feb 1973

alert®/ alerte®

The period of time during which
troops stand by in response to
an alarm.

01 Feb 1973

alert® / alerter

To forewarn; to prepare for
action.

01 Feb 1973

alerting service / service
d'alerte

A service provided to notify
appropriate organizations
regarding aircraft in need of
search and rescue aid, and
assist such organizations as
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required.
01 Feb 1973

alighting area / aire
d'amerrissage

A specified surface, reserved
for vehicles that depend upon
water surfaces for their landing.
01 Feb 1973

alignment? / alignement?®
The bearing of two or more
conspicuous objects (such as
lights, beacons, etc.) as seen
by an observer.

01 Feb 1973

alignment? / alignement?
Representation of a road,
railway, etc., on a map or chart
in relation to surrounding
topographic detail.

01 Feb 1973

Alliance airspace / espace
aérien de I'Alliance

NATO airspace and any
airspace area where NATO may
conduct operations, as agreed
by the Council.

04 May 2012

Allied commander
Preferred term: NATO
commander.

Allied joint operation /
opération interarmées
interalliée

An operation carried out by forces
of two or more NATO nations, in
which elements of more than one
service participate.

Related term: joint.

16 Jul 1999

Allied press information
centre / centre interallié
d'information de la presse
APIC

A facility established by the
public information staff of an
Allied military headquarters to
provide the media with timely
and accurate information on
Allied issues, events and
operations occurring within the
command and to provide other
support, advice and assistance.
Related term: press information
centre.

01 Nov 1991

allocation / allocation

In nuclear warfare planning, the
specific numbers and types of
nuclear weapons allocated to a
commander for a stated time
period as a planning factor only.



16 Jul 1999

allocation? / attribution des
ressources

The translation of the
apportionment into total numbers
of sorties by aircraft type available
for each operation or mission.
Related terms: apportionment;
mission?; sortie.

16 Jul 1999

allotment / détachement pour
emploi

The temporary change of
assignment of tactical air forces
between subordinate
commands. The authority to
allot is vested in the
commander having operational
command.

01 Jun 1981

allowable load / charge offerte
The total load that an aircraft
can transport over a given
distance taking into account
weight and volume.

Related terms: airlift capability;
embarkation; loading.

01 Jun 1984

all-source intelligence /
renseignement de toutes
sources

Intelligence produced using all
available sources and agencies.
Related term: intelligence.

01 Dec 1990

all weather air defence fighter
/ chasseur de défense
aérienne tout temps

A fighter aircraft with equipment
and weapons which enable it to
engage airborne targets in all
weather conditions, day and
night.

Related term: fighter.

17 Oct 1984

alternate aerodrome /
aérodrome de dégagement
An aerodrome specified in the
flight plan to which a flight may
proceed when it becomes
inadvisable to land at the
aerodrome of intended landing.
An alternate aerodrome may be
the aerodrome of departure.
[ICAO Lexicon, Doc 9294/5 Vol
II: 1985]

Related terms: aerodrome;
diversion®; main aerodrome.
01 Jul 1993

alternate escort operating
base / base de remplacement
pour escorteurs

A base providing the facilities
and activities required for the
support of escort units for short
periods.

01 Feb 1973

alternate water terminal /
terminus maritime auxiliaire
A water terminal with facilities
for berthing from two to five
ships simultaneously at
wharves and/or working
anchorages, located within
sheltered coastal waters,
adjacent to reliable highway
and/or rail transportation nets. It
covers a relatively small area
and is located away from
population centres. The scope
of operation is such that it is not
designated a probable nuclear
target.

Related term: water terminal.
01 Feb 1973

altimeter / altimétre

An instrument which measures
vertical distance with respect to
a reference level.

01 Nov 1992

altitude / altitude

Alt.

The vertical distance of a level,
a point or an object considered
as a point, measured from
mean sea level.

Related terms: absolute height;
altitude datum; barometric
altitude; calibrated altitude;
critical altitude; cruising altitude;
cruising level; datum level; drop
altitude; drop height; elevation;
heightl; high altitude; minimum
safe altitude; pressure-altitude;
transition altitude; transition
level.

01 Feb 1973

altitude acclimatization /
accoutumance a l'altitude

A slow physiological adaptation
from prolonged exposure to
significantly reduced
atmospheric pressure.

01 Feb 1973

altitude chamber
Preferred term: hypobaric
chamber.

altitude datum / référence
d'altitude

The arbitrary level from which
vertical displacement is
measured. The datum for height
measurement is the terrain
directly below the aircraft or
some specified datum; for
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pressure altitude, the level at
which the atmospheric pressure
is 29.92 inches of mercury
(1013.2 m.bs); and for true
altitude, mean sea level.
Related terms: absolute height;
altitude; barometric altitude;
calibrated altitude; critical
altitude; cruising altitude;
cruising level; datum level; drop
altitude; drop height; elevation;
height*; high altitude; minimum
safe altitude; pressure-altitude;
transition altitude; transition
level.

01 Feb 1973

altitude delay / retard de
suppression d'écho proche
Synchronization delay
introduced between the time of
transmission of the radar pulse
and the start of the trace on the
indicator, for the purpose of
eliminating the altitude hole on
the plan position indicator-type
display.

01 Feb 1973

altitude hole / cbne mort
altidude slot (admitted)

The blank area at the origin of a
radial display, on a radar tube
presentation, the centre of the
periphery of which represents
the point on the ground
immediately below the aircraft.
In side-looking airborne radar,
this is known as the altitude
slot.

01 Dec 1974

altidude slot
Preferred term: altitude hole

altitude tint
Preferred term: hypsometric
tinting.

ammunition and toxic material
open space / parc en plein air
pour munitions et matiéres
toxiques

An area especially prepared for
storage of explosive
ammunition and toxic material.
For reporting purposes, it does
not include the surrounding
area restricted for storage
because of safety distance
factors. It includes barricades
and improvised coverings.

01 Feb 1973

ammunition lot / lot de
munitions

A quantity of homogeneous
ammunition, identified by a



unique lot number, which is
manufactured, assembled or
renovated by one producer
under uniform conditions and
which is expected to function in
a uniform manner.

Related term: munition.

01 Feb 1988

amphibious assault / assaut
amphibie

The principal type of amphibious
operation which involves
establishing a force on a hostile
or potentially hostile shore.
Related terms: assault?;
amphibious operation.

01 Oct 2001

amphibious assault area
Preferred term: landing area.

amphibious chart / carte pour
opérations amphibies

A special naval chart designed
to meet special requirements
for landing operations and
passive coastal defence, at a
scale of 1:25,000 or larger, and
showing foreshore and coastal
information in greater detail
than a combat chart.

Related terms: combat chart;
chart.

13 Dec 1999

amphibious command ship /
navire de commandement
amphibie

A naval ship from which a
commander exercises control in
amphibious operations.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious control group /
groupe de contréle amphibie
Personnel, ships and craft
designated to control the
waterborne ship-to-shore
movement in an amphibious
operation.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious demonstration /
démonstration amphibie

A type of amphibious operation
conducted for the purpose of
deceiving the enemy by a show
of force with the expectation of
deluding the enemy into a
course of action unfavourable to
him.

Related terms: amphibious
operation; demonstration.

01 Jul 1983

amphibious force® / force
amphibie?
A naval force and landing force,

together with supporting forces
that are trained, organized and
equipped for amphibious
operations.

Related terms: amphibious task

force; landing area?; task force®.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious force? / force
amphibie?

In naval usage, the
administrative title of the
amphibious type command of a
fleet.

Related term: landing force.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious group /
groupement amphibie

A command within the
amphibious force, consisting of
the commander and his staff,
designed to exercise
operational command of
assigned units in executing all
phases of division-size
amphibious operation.

13 Dec 1999

amphibious lift / capacité de
transport amphibie

The total capacity of assault
shipping utilized in an
amphibious operation,
expressed in terms of
personnel, vehicles, and
measurement or weight tons of
supplies.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious objective area /
zone des objectifs d'une
opération amphibie

AOA

A geographical area, delineated
in the initiating directive, for
purposes of command and
control within which is located
the objective(s) to be secured
by the amphibious task force.
This area must be of sufficient
size to ensure accomplishment
of the amphibious task force's
mission and must provide
sufficient area for conducting
necessary sea, air and land
operations.

01 Jul 1983

amphibious operation /
opération amphibie

A military operation launched
from the sea by a naval and
landing force embarked in ships
or craft, with the principal
purpose of projecting the
landing force ashore tactically
into an environment ranging
from permissive to hostile.

2-A-14

AAP-06(2013)

Related terms: amphibious
assault; amphibious
demonstration; amphibious raid;
amphibious withdrawal.

14 Oct 2002

amphibious raid / raid
amphibie

A type of amphibious operation
involving swift incursion into or
temporary occupation of an
objective followed by a planned
withdrawal.

Related term: amphibious
operation.

01 Jul 1987

amphibious reconnaissance /
reconnaissance amphibie

An amphibious landing
conducted by minor elements,
normally involving stealth rather
than force of arms, for the
purpose of securing
information, and usually
followed by a planned
withdrawal.

01 Oct 1980

amphibious task force / force
opérationnelle amphibie

ATF

A task organization of naval
forces and a landing force, with
their organic aviation and other
supporting forces, formed for
the purpose of conducting an
amphibious operation.

Related terms: amphibious
force®; task force™”®,

17 Jan 2005

amphibious transport group /
groupe de transport amphibie
A subdivision of an amphibious
task force, composed primarily
of transport ships.

01 Jan 1983

amphibious vehicle / véhicule
amphibie

A wheeled or tracked vehicle
capable of operating on both
land and water.

Related terms: landing craft;
vehicle.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious vehicle launching
area/ zone de mise a I'eau
des véhicules amphibies

An area, in the vicinity of and to
seaward of the line of
departure, to which landing
ships proceed and launch
amphibious vehicles.

01 Feb 1973

amphibious withdrawal / repli



amphibie

A type of amphibious operation
involving the extraction of
forces by sea in naval ships or
craft from a hostile or potentially
hostile shore.

Related term: amphibious
operation.

01 Jul 1987

amplifying report
Preferred term: contact report.

analysis® / analyse!

The study of a whole by
examining its parts and their
interactions.

Note: In the context of military
forces, the hierarchical
relationship in logical sequence
is: assessment, analysis,
evaluation, validation and
certification.

Related terms: assessment;
certification; evaluation®;
validation.

02 Mar 2007

analysis? / analyse?

In intelligence usage, a step in
the processing phase of the
intelligence cycle in which
information is subjected to
review in order to identify
significant facts for subsequent
interpretation.

Related term: intelligence cycle.
01 Sep 1991

anchor
Preferred term: sinker.

anchor cable / cable de
parachutage

In air transport, a cable in an
aircraft to which the parachute
static lines or strops are
attached.

01 Mar 1982

anchor line extension kit /
prolongateur de cable de
largage

A device fitted to an aircraft
equipped with removable
clamshell doors to enable
paratroopers to exit from the
rear.

01 Feb 1973

ancillary facilities / moyens
d'appoint

Those facilities required to
supplement existing facilities at
any particular location to
provide specific minimum
requirements for support of the
reinforcing forces.

20 Nov 1996

angle of convergence /
convergence oculaire

The angle subtended by the
eyebase of an observer at the
point of focus.

01 Nov 1991

angle of depression® / angle
de dépression®

The angle in a vertical plane
between the horizontal and a
descending line.

Related term: tilt angle.

01 Mar 1979

angle of depression?/ angle
de dépression®

depression angle

In air photography, the angle
between the optical axis of an
obliquely mounted air camera
and the horizontal.

Related term: tilt angle.

01 Mar 1979

angle of safety / angle de
sécurité

safety angle

The minimum permissible
angular clearance, at the gun,
of the path of a projectile above
the friendly troops. It is the
angle of clearance corrected to
insure the safety of the troops.
Related term: elevation of
security.

01 Feb 1973

angle T / angle d'observation
In artillery and naval fire
support, the angle formed by
the intersection of the gun-
target line and the observer-
target line.

01 Feb 1973

angular velocity sights /
viseur a déplacement
angulaire

A sighting system in which the
correct release point is
determined when the angular
velocity of the target relative to
the bomb aimer reaches a
precomputed value.

Related terms: bomb sighting
system; tachometric sights;
vector sights.

01 Dec 1976

annotated print / épreuve
renseignée

A photograph on which
interpretation details are
indicated by words or symbols.
01 Feb 1973

annotation / annotation
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A marking placed on imagery or
drawings for explanatory
purposes or to indicate items or
areas of special importance.

01 Feb 1973

antenna mine / mine a
antennes

In naval mine warfare, a contact
mine fitted with antennae which,
when touched by a steel ship,
set up galvanic action to fire the
mine.

Related term: mine?.

01 Aug 1976

anti-air warfare / lutte
antiaérienne

AAW

Measures taken to defend a
maritime force against attacks
by airborne weapons launched
from aircraft, ships, submarines
and land-based sites.

13 Dec 1999

antiarmour helicopter /
hélicoptére antichar

antitank helicopter

A helicopter armed primarily for
use in the destruction of
armoured targets.

01 Nov 1986

anticountermining device /
dispositif anti-contre-minage
A device fitted in an influence
mine designed to prevent its
actuation by shock.

01 Aug 1976

anticrop agent / agent
anticultures

A living organism or chemical
used to cause disease or
damage to selected food or
industrial crops.

01 Feb 1973

anticrop operation / opération
anticultures

The employment of anticrop
agents in military operations to
destroy the enemy's source of
selected food or industrial
crops.

01 Feb 1973

antihandling device /
dispositif antimanipulation

A device intended to protect a
mine and which is part of, linked
to, attached to or placed under
the mine and which activates
the mine when an attempt is
made to tamper with or
otherwise intentionally disturb
the mine.

14 Oct 2002



antimateriel agent / agent
antimatériel

A living organism or chemical
used to cause deterioration of,
or damage to, selected
materiel.

01 Feb 1973

antimateriel operation /
opération antimatériel

The employment of antimateriel
weapons or agents in military
operations.

01 Feb 1973

antiradiation missile / missile
antiradiations

ARM

A missile which homes
passively on a radiation source.
Related term: missile.

01 Feb 1973

antirecovery device /
dispositif antirécupération
prevention of stripping
equipment

In naval mine warfare, any
device in a mine designed to
prevent an enemy discovering
details of the working of the
mine mechanism.

01 Nov 1975

antisubmarine action / action
de lutte anti-sous-marine

An operation by one or more
antisubmarine ships, submarines
or aircraft, or a combination
thereof, against a particular
enemy submarine.

Related term: antisubmarine
warfare.

16 Jul 1996

antisubmarine barrier /
barrage anti-sous-marin?
The line formed by a series of
static devices or mobile units
arranged for the purpose of
detecting, denying passage to,
or destroying hostile
submarines.

Related term: barrier.

01 Feb 1973

antisubmarine carrier group /
groupe anti-sous-marin avec
porte-avions

hunter-killer group

A formed group of ships
consisting of one or more
antisubmarine carriers and a
number of escort vessels
whose primary mission is to
detect and destroy submarines.
Such groups may be employed
in convoy support or

hunter/killer roles.
01 Feb 1973

antisubmarine minefield /
champ de mines anti-sous-
marins

A field laid specifically against
submarines. It may be laid
shallow and be unsafe for all
craft, including submarines, or
laid deep with the aim of being
safe for a surface ships.
Related term: minefield?.

01 Mar 1977

antisubmarine patrol / barrage
anti-sous-marin®

The systematic and continuing
investigation of an area or along
a line to detect or hamper
submarines, used when the
direction of submarine
movement can be established.
Related term: barrier.

01 Feb 1973

antisubmarine screen / écran
anti-sous-marin

An arrangement of ships and/or
aircraft for the protection of a
screened unit against attack by
a submarine.

01 Feb 1973

antisubmarine search /
recherche anti-sous-marine
Systematic investigation of a
particular area for the purpose
of locating a submarine known
or suspected to be somewhere
in the area. Some types of
search are also used in locating
the position of a distress
incident.

01 Feb 1973

antisubmarine support
operation / opération de
soutien anti-sous-marin

An operation conducted by an
antisubmarine force in the area
around a force or convoy, in
areas through which the force
or convoy is passing, or in
defence of geographic areas.
Support operations may be
completely coordinated with
those of the force or convoy, or
they may be independent
operations coordinated only to
the extent of providing
operational intelligence and
information.

01 Feb 1973

antisubmarine warfare / lutte
anti-sous-marine

ASW

Operations conducted with the
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intention of denying the enemy
the effective use of their
submarines.

Related terms: antisubmarine
action; submarine action area;
submarine haven.

26 Aug 2009

antisubmarine warfare free
area / zone d'action anti-sous-
marine libre

ASWFA

In naval warfare, a waterspace
management area in which no
friendly submarines are operating
and in which there are no
restrictions on the use of
antisubmarine weapons.

Related terms: submarine action
area; submarine haven;
waterspace management.

22 Jan 2010

antisubmarine warfare
pouncer operation / opération
de renforcement de I'écran
anti-sous-marin

pouncer operation

The stationing of a screening
ship or antisubmarine warfare
aircraft between the screen and
main body to strengthen the
antisubmarine defence in the
direction of advance of the
formation.

Note: That ship or aircraft is
considered part of the
antisubmarine screen.

Related term: mine
countermeasures pouncer
procedure.

04 Oct 2000

antisurface air operation /
opération aérienne
antisurface

An air operation conducted in
an air/sea environment against
enemy surface forces.

01 Mar 1982

antisweep device / dispositif
antidrague

Any device incorporated in the
mooring of a mine or obstructor,
or in the mine circuits to make
the sweeping of the mine more
difficult.

01 Nov 1975

antisweeper mine / mine
antidragueur

A mine which is laid or whose
mechanism is designed or
adjusted with the specific object
of damaging mine
countermeasures vessels.
Related term: mine?.



01 Nov 1975

antitank helicopter
Preferred term: antiarmour
helicopter.

antitank mine / mine antichar
A mine designed to immobilize
or destroy a tank.

Related term: mine.

01 Feb 1973

antiterrorism / antiterrorisme
AT

All defensive and preventive
measures taken to reduce the
vulnerability of forces, individuals
and property to terrorism.

Note: Such measures include
protective and deterrent
measures aimed at preventing
an attack or reducing its
effect(s).

Related term: counterterrorism.
01 Oct 2003

antivignetting filter / filtre
compensateur

A filter bearing a deposit which
is graduated in density to
correct for the uneven
illumination given by certain
lenses, particularly wide-angle
types.

01 Feb 1973

antiwatching device /
dispositif antirepérage

A device fitted in a moored
mine which causes it to sink
should it watch, so as to
prevent the position of the mine
or minefield being disclosed.
Related term: watching mine.
01 Nov 1975

apparent horizon / horizon
apparent

The visible line of demarcation
between land/sea and sky.

01 Feb 1973

apparent precession /
précession apparente
apparent wander

The apparent deflection of the
gyro axis, relative to the earth,
due to the rotating effect of the
earth and not due to any
applied force.

Related term: precession.

01 Aug 1974

apparent wander
Preferred term: apparent
precession.

apportionment / répartition
The quantification and

distribution by percentage of the
total expected effort, in relation
to the priorities which are to be
given to the various air
operations in geographic areas
for a given period.

Related term: allocation?.

09 May 2000

appreciation of the situation
Preferred term: estimate of the
situation.

approach end of runway /
entrée de piste

That end of the runway nearest
to the direction from which the
final approach is made.

18 Dec 1997

approach lane / couloir
d'approche

An extension of a boat lane
from the line of departure
toward the transport area. It
may be terminated by marker
ships, boats or buoys.

01 Feb 1973

approach march / marche
d'approche

Advance of a combat unit when
direct contact with the enemy is
imminent. Troops are fully or
partially deployed. The
approach march ends when
ground contact with the enemy
is made or when the attack
position is occupied.

Related term: advance to
contact.

01 Aug 1974

approach route / route
d'approche

A route which joins a port to a
coastal or transit route.

01 Nov 1975

approach schedule / horaire
d'approche

In amphibious operations, the
plan indicating, for each
scheduled wave:

a. the time of departure from the
rendezvous area;

b. the time when the line of
departure is to be crossed;

c. the times when other control
points are expected to be
crossed;

d. the estimated time of arrival at
the beach.

04 Oct 2000

approach sequence /
séquence d'approche

The order in which two or more
aircraft are cleared for an
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approach.
01 Sep 1981

approach time / heure
d'approche

The time at which an aircraft
commences its final approach
preparatory to landing.

01 Feb 1973

apron / aire de trafic

A defined area on an
aerodrome, intended for
parking, loading, unloading
and/or servicing of aircraft.
01 Nov 1992

area bombing /
bombardement de zone
Bombing of a group of targets
constituting an area rather than
a pinpoint target.

04 Oct 2000

area clearance / dépollution
de zone

In land operations, the detection
and if found, the identification,
marking and neutralization,
destruction or removal of mines
or other explosive ordnance,
improvised explosive devices
and booby traps in a defined
area to allow a military
operation to continue with
reduced risk.

Note: Area clearance is
normally conducted by military
units.

Related terms: explosive
ordnance; improvised explosive
device; proofing.

14 Oct 2002

area control centre / centre de
contrdle régional

ACC

A unit established to provide air
traffic control service to
controlled flights in control
areas under its jurisdiction.
Related terms: air control; air
traffic control centre; flight
information region.

01 Feb 1973

area damage control /
organisation de sécurité d'une
zone

Measures taken before, during
or after hostile action or natural
or man-made disasters, to
reduce the probability of
damage and minimize its
effects.

Related term: damage control.
01 Feb 1973

area interdiction operation /



opération d'interdiction

An operation aimed at
preventing or hindering enemy
operations in a specified area.
01 Jun 1978

area of influence / zone
d'influence

A geographical area wherein a
commander is directly capable
of influencing operations, by
manoeuvre or fire support
systems normally under his
command or control.

Related terms: area of interest;
sector.

01 Mar 1977

area of intelligence
responsibility / zone de
responsabilité du
renseignement

AIR

An area allocated to a
commander, in which he is
responsible for the provision of
intelligence, within the means at
his disposal.

Related terms: area of interest;
area of responsibility.

01 Mar 1982

area of interest / zone
d'intérét

AOI

The area of concern to a
commander relative to the
objectives of current or planned
operations, including his areas
of influence, operations and/or
responsibility, and areas
adjacent thereto.

Related terms: area of
intelligence responsibility; area
of influence; area of operations;
area of responsibility™.

13 Dec 1999

area of militarily significant
fallout / zone de retombées
radioactives d'importance
militaire

Area in which radioactive fallout
affects the ability of military
units to carry out their normal
mission.

01 Nov 1992

area of operational interest /
zone d'intérét opérationnel
AQOQI

In air defence, an area in which
automatic cross-telling of tracks
of interest is provided to an
adjacent site based on
established criteria, such as
identity and location.

01 Sep 1974

area of operations / zone
d'opérations

AOO

An area defined by the joint
force commander within a joint
operations area for the conduct
of specific military activities.
Related terms: area of interest;
area of responsibility?;
component command®?; joint
operations area.

04 Feb 2011

area of responsibility’ / zone de
responsabilité®

AOR

The geographical area assigned
to the Supreme Allied
Commander Europe.

Related terms: area of
intelligence responsibility; area
of interest; area of operations;
joint operations area; NATO
strategic commander;
operational level; strategic
command.

17 Jan 2005

area of responsibility? / zone de
responsabilité?

AOR

In naval operations, a
predefined area of enemy
terrain for which supporting
ships are responsible for
covering by fire on known
targets or targets of opportunity
and by observation.

Related terms: area of
intelligence responsibility; area
of interest; area of operations;
joint operations area;
operational level; strategic
command.

17 Jan 2005

area operations / opérations
de zone

In maritime usage, operations
conducted in a geographical
area and not related to the
protection of a specific force.
01 Aug 1979

area search / recherche sur
zone

A/S

Reconnaissance or search of a
specific area to provide new or
updated information on general
or specific situations and/or
activities.

01 Sep 1981

area target / objectif non
ponctuel

A target consisting of an area
rather than a single point.
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01 Feb 1973

armed forces / armée!

The entire military forces of a
nation.

04 Feb 2011

armed helicopter / hélicoptére
armé

A helicopter fitted with weapons
or weapon systems.

01 Nov 1975

armed mine / mine armée

A mine from which all safety
devices have been withdrawn
and, after laying, all automatic
safety features and/or arming
delay devices have operated.
Such a mine is ready to be
actuated after receipt of a target
signal, influence or contact.
Related term: mine?.

02 May 1995

armed reconnaissance /
reconnaissance armée

An air mission flown with the
primary purpose of locating and
attacking targets of opportunity,
i.e. enemy materiel, personnel,
and facilities, in assigned
general areas or along assigned
ground communication routes,
and not for the purpose of
attacking specific briefed
targets.

1 Feb 1973

armed sweep / drague armée
A sweep fitted with cutters or
other devices to increase its
ability to cut mine moorings.
01 Nov 1975

arming / armement

As applied to explosives,
weapons or weapon systems,
the changing from a safe to an
armed state of readiness.

02 May 1995

arming delay device /
dispositif de retard
d'armement

A device fitted to a mine or any
autonomous munition designed
to prevent it from being armed
for a pre-set time after laying or
delivery.

Related term: standby state.

16 Jul 1999

arming lanyard
Preferred term: arming wire.

arming pin / goupille de
sécurité
safety pin



A safety device inserted in a
munition, which until its
removal, prevents the
unintentional action of the
arming cycle.

Related term: safety device.
02 May 1995

arming wire / fil d'armement
arming lanyard

A cable, wire or lanyard routed
from the aircraft to an
expendable aircraft store in
order to initiate the arming
sequence for the store upon
release from the aircraft, when
the armed release condition has
been selected; it also prevents
arming initiation prior to store
release and during safe jettison.
Related term: safety wire.

01 Jul 1993

army’/ armée de terre

A

The part of a nation's armed
forces that is trained and
equipped for fighting on land.
Related term: armed forces.
04 Feb 2011

army? / armée?

A formation larger than an army
corps but smaller than an army
group and usually consisting of
two or more army corps.

04 Feb 2011

army corps / corps d'armée
corps

AC

A formation larger than a
division but smaller than an
army or army group. It usually
consists of two or more
divisions together with
supporting arms and services.
01 Jul 1983

army group / groupe d'armées
AG

The largest formation of land
forces, normally comprising two
or more armies or army corps
under a designated
commander.

01 Jul 1983

artificial daylight / jour
artificiel

lllumination of an intensity
greater than the light of a full
moon on a clear night (The
optimum illumination is the
equivalent of daylight.)
Related term: battlefield
illumination.

01 Feb 1973

artificial horizon
Preferred term: attitude
indicator.

artificial moonlight / clair de
lune artificiel

lllumination of an intensity
between that of starlight and
that of a full moon on a clear
night.

Related term: battlefield
illumination.

01 Feb 1973

artillery fire plan table / plan
de feux d'artillerie

A presentation of planned
targets giving data for
engagement. Scheduled targets
are fired in a definite time
sequence. The starting time
may be on call, at a
prearranged time or at the
occurrence of a specific event.
01 Feb 1973

artillery manoeuvre area /
zone de manoeuvre d'artillerie
AMA

An area within which artillery is
authorized to deploy but which
is not reserved for its exclusive
use.

Related term: artillery reserved
area.

03 Aug 1998

artillery preparation /
préparation d'artillerie
Artillery fire delivered before an
attack to disrupt
communications and
disorganize the enemy's
defence.

01 Feb 1973

artillery reserved area / zone
réservée a l'artillerie

ARA

An area reserved exclusively for
the positioning of artillery assets.
16 Jul 1999

artillery survey control point /
point topographique
d'artillerie

A point at which the coordinates
and the altitude are known and
from which the
bearings/azimuths to a number
of reference objectives are also
known.

01 Aug 1982

aspect change / fluctuation
d'écho

The different appearance of a
reflecting object viewed by
radar from varying directions. It
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is caused by the change in the
effective reflecting area of the
target.

01 Feb 1973

assault! / assaut?!

The climax of an attack; closing
with the enemy in hand-to-hand
fighting.

01 Mar 1981

assault? / assaut?

A short, violent, but well-
ordered attack against a local
objective, such as a gun
emplacement, a fort or a
machine-gun nest.

Related terms: amphibious
assault; assault phase®?;
follow-on echelon; follow-up.
01 Mar 1981

assault aircraft / aéronef de
transport d'assaut

A powered aircraft that moves
assault troops and/or cargo into
an objective area.

01 Mar 1992

assault craft / engin d'assaut
A landing craft or amphibious
vehicle primarily employed for
landing troops and equipment in
the assault waves of an
amphibious operation.

01 Jul 1980

assault echelon / échelon
d'assaut

The element of a force which is
scheduled for initial assault on
the objective area.

Related term: objective area.
01 Aug 1982

assault phase! / phase
d'assaut?

In an amphibious operation, the
period of time between the
arrival of the major assault
forces of the amphibious task
force in the objective area and
the accomplishment of their
mission.

Related term: assault?.

01 Sep 1991

assault phase? phase
d'assaut?

In an airborne operation, a
phase beginning with delivery
by air of the assault echelon of
the force into the objective area
and extending through attack of
assault objectives and
consolidation of the initial
airhead.

Related term: assault?.

24 March 2010



assault shipping / batiments
d'assaut

Shipping assigned to the
amphibious task force and
utilized for transporting assault
troops, vehicles, equipment and
supplies to the objective area.
01 Feb 1973

assault wave / vague d'assaut
Related term: wave.
01 Feb 1973

assembly / ensemble

In logistics, an item forming a
portion of an equipment, that
can be provisioned and
replaced as an entity and which
normally incorporates
replaceable parts or groups of
parts.

Related terms: component;
equipment; part; sub-assembly.
01 Mar 1992

assembly anchorage /
mouillage de rassemblement
An anchorage intended for the
assembly and onward routing of
ships.

Related terms: emergency
anchorage; holding anchorage.
01 Jun 1978

assembly areal/ aire de
montage

In a supply installation, the
gross area used for collection
and combining components into
complete units, kits, or
assemblies.

Related terms: rendezvous
point.

01 Feb 1973

assembly area®/ zone de
rassemblement

An area in which a command is
assembled preparatory to
further action.

Related terms: join up;
rendezvous point.

01 Feb 1973

assessment / appréciation
The process of estimating the
capabilities and performance of
organizations, individuals,
materiel or systems.

Note: In the context of military
forces, the hierarchical
relationship in logical sequence
is: assessment, analysis,
evaluation, validation and
certification.

Related terms: analysis®;
certification; evaluation®;
validation.

02 Mar 2007

assign®/ affecter?

To place units or personnel in
an organization where such
placement is relatively
permanent, and/or where such
organization controls and
administers the units or
personnel for the primary
function, or greater portion of
the functions, of the unit or
personnel.

Related term: attach®?.

01 Jul 1980

assign? / affecter?

To detail individuals to specific
duties or functions where such
duties or functions are primary
and/or relatively permanent.
Related term: attach2.

01 Jul 1980

associated product / produit
connexe

In the context of fuels and
lubricants, a petroleum or
chemical product used as a
hydraulic fluid, corrosion
preventive, liquid propellant or
specialized product, required for
the operation, maintenance or
storage of military equipment.
01 Oct 1992

associated support / soutien
associé

AS

In naval usage, operations in
which a designated unit operates
independently of a specified force
or group, but is tasked to provide
contact information to, receive
intelligence from and,if
authorized, to cooperate and
coordinate operations with the
supported force. Tactical control
of the unit remains with the
assigning authority who
coordinates tasking and
movement of the unit in response
to the requirements of the
supported force commander.
Related term: direct support?

25 Sep 1998

assumed friend / présumé ami
In identification, the designation
given to a track, object or entity
whose characteristics,
behaviour or origin indicate that
it is a probable friend.

31 Aug 2012

assumption / hypothese

In planning, a supposition made
about the current situation
and/or the future course of
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events to complete an estimate
of the situation and decide on
the course of action.

30 Jan 2012

astern refuelling /
ravitaillement en combustible
en fleche

The transfer of fuel at sea
during which the receiving
ship(s) keep(s) station astern of
the delivering ship.

01 Mar 1981

astro altitude / hauteur
astronomique

The arc of the vertical circle
measured from the celestial
horizon to the body.

01 Nov 1975

astro compass / astrocompas
An instrument used primarily to
obtain true heading or true
bearing by reference to celestial
bodies.

01 Feb 1975

astro-tracker / astro-
poursuiveur

A navigation equipment which
automatically acquires and
continuously tracks a celestial
body in azimuth and altitude.
01 Jan 1973

asylum seeker / demandeur
d'asile

A person who invokes the
protection of the 1951 United
Nations Convention relating to
the Status of Refugees before
the national authorities of a
State and claims persecution to
gain official refugee status in
that country.

Related terms: evacuee;
internally displaced person;
refugee.

04 Oct 2000

asymmetric threat / menace
asymétrique

A threat emanating from the
potential use of dissimilar
means or methods to
circumvent or negate an
opponent's strengths while
exploiting his weaknesses to
obtain a disproportionate result.
01 Oct 2003

asymmetrical sweep / drague
dissymétrique

A sweep whose swept path
under conditions of no wind or
cross-tide is not equally spaced
either side of the sweeper's
track.



01 Nov 1975

at my command / a mon
commandement

In artillery and naval fire
support, the command used
when it is desired to control the
exact time of delivery of fire.

01 Nov 1975

atomic demolition munition /
charge nucléaire statique
ADM

A nuclear device designed or
adapted for use as a demolition
munition.

01 Mar 1982

atomic weapon
Preferred term: nuclear
weapon.

attach® / détachement pour
mise aux ordres®

To place units or personnel in
an organization where such
placement is relatively
temporary. Subject to limitations
imposed in the attachment
order, the commander of the
formation, unit, or organization
receiving the attachment will
exercise the same degree of
command and control thereover
as he does over the units and
persons organic to his
command. However, the
responsibility for transfer and
promotion of personnel will
normally be retained by the
parent formation, unit, or
organization.

Related term: assign?.

01 Mar 1981

attach? / détachement pour
mise aux ordres?

To detail individuals to specific
functions where such functions
are secondary or relatively
temporary, i.e., attach for
quarters and rations, attach for
flying duty.

Related term: assign'?.

01 Mar 1981

attack group / groupe
d'assaut

A subordinate task organization
of the navy forces of an
amphibious task force. It is
composed of assault shipping
and supporting naval units
designated to transport, protect,
land and initially support a
landing group.

01 Feb 1973

attack helicopter / hélicoptére

d'attaque

AH

A helicopter specifically
designed to employ various
weapons to attack and destroy
enemy targets.

01 Nov 1985

attack position
Preferred term: forming-up
place.

attenuation® / atténuation*
Decrease in intensity of a
signal, beam, or wave as a
result of absorption of energy
and of scattering out of the path
of a detector, but not including
the reduction due to geometric
spreading, i.e. the inverse
square of distance effect.

01 Nov 1991

attenuation? / atténuation?
In mine warfare, the reduction
in intensity of an influence as
distance from the source
increases.

01 Nov 1991

attenuation factor / facteur
d'atténuation

The ratio of the incident
radiation dose or dose rate to
the radiation dose or dose rate
transmitted through a shielding
material. This is the reciprocal
of the transmission factor.

01 Feb 1973

attitudel/ orientation?

The position of a body as
determined by the inclination of
the axes to some frame of
reference. If not otherwise
specified, this frame of
reference is fixed to the earth.
01 Jan 1983

attitude? / orientation?

The grid bearing of the long axis
of a target area.

01 Jan 1983

attitude indicator / indicateur
d'assiette

artificial horizon

An instrument which displays
the attitude of the aircraft by
reference to sources of
information which may be
contained within the instrument
or be external to it. When the
sources of information are self-
contained, the instrument may
be referred to as an artificial
horizon.

01 Mar 1979
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attrition / attrition

The reduction of the
effectiveness of a force caused
by loss of personnel and
materiel.

01 Feb 1973

attrition minefield / champ de
mines d'attrition

In naval mine warfare, a field
intended primarily to cause
damage to enemy ships.
Related term: minefield?.

01 Nov 1975

attrition rate / taux d'attrition
A factor, normally expressed as
a percentage, reflecting the
degree of losses of personnel
or materiel due to various
causes within a specified period
of time.

01 Feb 1973

attrition sweeping / dragage
d'attrition

The continuous sweeping of
minefields to keep the risk of
mines to all ships as low as
possible.

01 Aug 1976

augmentation force / force
d'appoint

AF

AUF (admitted)

Any force designated by a
nation to strengthen its national
forces.

Related term: reinforcing force.
01 Jul 1987

authentic document /
document authentique

A document bearing a signature
or seal attesting that it is
genuine and official. If it is an
enemy document, it may have
been prepared for purposes of
deception and the accuracy of
such document, even though
authenticated, must be
confirmed by other information,
such as conditions of capture.
01 Feb 1973

authentication®/
authentification®

Evidence by proper signature or
seal that a document is genuine
and official.

01 Feb 1973

authentication?/
authentification?

A security measure designed to
protect a communication
system against fraudulent
transmissions.



01 Feb 1973

authenticator / signe
d'authentification

A letter, number or group of
letters and/or numbers,
attesting to the authenticity of a
transmission, a message or
data, or to the identity of a net,
station or user.

09 May 2000

automatic flight control
system / commandes
automatiques de vol

AFCS

A system that includes all
equipment to control
automatically the flight of an
aircraft or missile to a path or
attitude described by references
internal or external to the
aircraft or missile.

08 Aug 2008

automatic search jammer /
brouilleur a poursuite
automatique

search jammer

An intercept receiver and
jamming transmitter system
which searches for and jams
signals automatically which
have specific radiation
characteristics.

01 Feb 1973

automatic toss / lancement
automatique en cabré

In a flight control system, a
control mode in which the toss
bombing manoeuvre of an
aircraft is controlled
automatically.

01 Jan 1973

autonomous operation /
opération autonome

One mode of operation of a unit
in which the unit commander
assumes full responsibility for
control of weapons and
engagement of hostile targets.
This mode may be either
directed by higher authority or
result from a loss of all means
of communication.

01 Feb 1973

auxiliary contours / courbe
auxiliaire

Additional contours used to
portray unique ground forms not
adequately portrayed by the
selected contour interval.

01 Feb 1973

available supply rate / taux de
ravitaillement consenti

ASR

The rate of consumption that
can be allocated considering
the supplies and facilities
available for a planned
operation or a given period.
01 Oct 1984

average heading / cap moyen
The arithmetic mean of the
different values of the headings
maintained over a certain period
of time.

01 Jan 1973

average speed / vitesse
moyenne

The average distance travelled
per hour calculated over the
whole journey excluding
specifically ordered halts.

01 Jan 1970

aviation medicine / médecine
aéronautique

The special field of medicine
which is related to the biological
and psychological problems of
flight.

01 Feb 1973

axial route / pénétrante

A route running through the rear
area and into the forward area.
Related term: route.

01 Feb 1973

axis / axe

In land warfare, the general
direction of movement, planned
or achieved, usually between
assigned boundaries.

01 Feb 1989

azimuth angle / angle d'azimut
An angle measured clockwise in
the horizontal plane between a
reference direction and any
other line.

01 Feb 1973

azimuth guidance / guidage
directionnel

Information which will enable
the pilot or autopilot of an
aircraft to follow the required
track.

01 Oct 1980

azimuth resolution / pouvoir
séparateur en azimut

The ability of radar equipment
to separate two reflectors at
similar ranges but different
bearings from a reference point.
Normally the minimum
separation distance between
the reflectors is quoted and
expressed as the angle
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subtended by the reflectors at
the reference point.
01 Mar 1981



backfilling / recomplétement
The use of reserves, individually
or collectively, to undertake the
duties of regulars deployed

forward to a theatre of operations.

01 Oct 2001

background count / effet
parasite de fond

The evidence or effect on a
detector of radiation, other than
that which it is desired to detect,
caused by any agency. In
connection with health protection,
the background count usually
includes radiations produced by
naturally occurring radioactivity
and cosmic rays.

01 Feb 1973

background radiation /
radioactivité naturelle

Nuclear (or ionizing) radiations
arising from within the body and
from the surrounding to which
individuals are always exposed.
01 Feb 1973

back tell / transfert descendant
Related term: track telling.
01 Feb 1973

back-up / renvoi au verso
In cartography, an image printed
on the reverse side of a map

sheet already printed on one side.

Also the printing of such images.
01 Feb 1973

balance station zero
Preferred term: reference datum.

bale cubic capacity / capacité
volumétrique en balles

The space available for cargo
measured in cubic feet to the
inside of the cargo battens, on
the frames, and to the underside
of the beams. In a general cargo
of mixed commodities, the bale
cubic applies. The stowage of the
mixed cargo comes in contact
with the cargo battens and as a
general rule does not extend to
the skin of the ship.

01 Feb 1973

balisage / balisage de
circulation routiéere

The marking of a route by a
system of dim beacon lights
enabling vehicles to be driven at
near day-time speed, under
blackout conditions.

01 Feb 1973

B

ballistic missile / missile
balistique

BM

A missile which does not rely upon
aerodynamic surfaces to produce
lift and consequently follows a
ballistic trajectory when thrust is
terminated.

Related terms: aerodynamic
missile; missile.

04 Oct 2000

ballistics / balistique

The science or art that deals with
the motion, behaviour,
appearance, or modification of
missiles or other vehicles acted
upon by propellants, wind,
gravity, temperature, or any other
modifying substance, condition,
or force.

01 Dec 1974

ballistic trajectory / trajectoire
balistique

The trajectory traced after the
propulsive force is terminated and
the body is acted upon only by
gravity and aerodynamic drag.

01 Feb 1973

balloon reflector / réflecteur-
ballon

In electronic warfare, a balloon-
supported confusion reflector to
produce fraudulent echoes.

01 Dec 1974

bank angle / angle
d'inclinaison®

The angle between the aircraft's
normal axis and the earth's
vertical plane containing the
aircraft's longitudinal axis.
Related term: angle of
depression’.

01 Jan 1980

barometric altitude / altitude
barométrique

The altitude determined by a
barometric altimeter by reference
to a pressure level and calculated
according to the standard
atmosphere laws.

Related terms: absolute height;
altitude; altitude datum; calibrated
altitude; critical altitude; cruising
altitude; cruising level; datum
level; drop altitude; drop height;
elevation; height'; high altitude;
minimum safe altitude; pressure-
altitude; transition altitude;
transition level.

01 Nov 1994
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barrage fire / tir de barrage
Fire which is designed to fill a
volume of space or area rather
than aimed specifically at a given
target.

01 Feb 1973

barrage jamming / brouillage en
barrage

Simultaneous electronic jamming
over a broad band of frequencies.
Related term: jamming.

01 Mar 1973

barrier / systéeme d'obstacles
A coordinated series of obstacles
designed or employed to detect,
channel, direct, restrict, delay or
stop the movement of an
opposing force, and to impose
additional losses in personnel,
time and equipment on the
opposing force.

Related term: antisubmarine
barrier.

01 Nov 1991

barrier gap / couloir a travers un
systeme d'obstacles

In land operations, an area within
a barrier, free of obstacles and
not exposed to the effects of
mines, whose width and direction
allow a friendly force to pass
through in tactical formation.
Related term: phoney minefield.
31 Jan 2005

barrier restricted area / zone
d'obstacles réglementée

An area declared by an
authorized commander where
manoeuvre of friendly forces
must not be hindered by barriers.
Restrictions imposed may include
a complete ban on the
emplacement of obstacles in
certain areas for specified
periods.

09 Jan 1996

bar scale
Preferred term: graphic scale.

base' / base

An area or locality containing
installations which provide logistic
or other support.

Related terms: emergency fleet
operating base; deployment
operating base; establishment?.
01 Mar 1973

base? / base de départ
A locality from which operations
are projected or supported.



01 Mar 1973

base development /
aménagement d'une base

The improvement or expansion of
the resources and facilities of an
area or a location to support
military operations.

01 Mar 1973

base ejection shell / obus a
éjection par le culot

A type of shell which ejects its
load from its base.

01 Mar 1973

base fuze / fusée de culot
Fuze located in the base of a
projectile or bomb.

Related term: fuze.

01 Mar 1973

baseline® / base géodésique’
In topography, a surveyed line
established with more than usual
care, to which surveys are
referred for coordination and
correlation.

01 Nov 1994

baseline? / base géodésique?
In photogrammetry, the line
between the principal points of
two consecutive vertical air
photographs. It is usually
measured on one photograph
after the principal point of the
other has been transferred.

01 Nov 1994

baseline®/ base de
radionavigation

In radio navigation, the shorter
arc of the great circle joining two
radio transmitting stations of a
navigation system.

01 Nov 1994

baseline*/ base de triangulation
In triangulation, the side of one of
a series of coordinated triangles
the length of which is measured
with prescribed accuracy and
precision and from which lengths
of the other triangle sides are
obtained by computation.

01 Nov 1994

base map / carte de base’

A map or chart showing certain
fundamental information, used as
a base upon which additional
data of specialized nature are
compiled or overprinted. Also a
map containing all the information
from which maps showing
specialized information can be
prepared.

Related term: chart base.

01 Mar 1974

base map symbol / symbole de
carte de base

base symbol

A symbol used on a base map or
chart as opposed to one used on
an overprint to the base map or
chart.

01 Mar 1973

base surge / nuage de base

A cloud which rolls out from the
bottom of the column produced
by a subsurface burst of a
nuclear weapon. For underwater
bursts the surge is, in effect, a
cloud of liquid droplets which has
the property of flowing almost as
if it were a homogeneous fluid.
For subsurface land bursts the
surge is made up of small solid
particles but still behaves like a
fluid.

01 Mar 1973

base symbol
Preferred term: base map
symbol.

basic intelligence /
renseignement de base
Intelligence, on any subject,
which may be used as reference
material for planning and as a
basis for processing subsequent
information or intelligence.
Related terms: current
intelligence; information;
intelligence.

01 Nov 1994

basic load / dotation initiale
The quantity of supplies required
to be on hand within, and which
can be moved by, a unit or
formation. It is expressed
according to the wartime
organization of the unit or
formation and maintained at the
prescribed levels.

01 Mar 1981

basic military route network /
réseau routier militaire de base
Axial, lateral, and connecting
routes designated in peacetime
by the host nation to meet the
anticipated military movements
and transport requirements, both
Allied and national.

01 Mar 1979

basic stocks / stocks initiaux
Stocks to support the execution
of approved operational plans for
an initial predetermined period.
Related terms: sustaining stocks;
stocks.
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basic stopping power / pouvoir
d'arrét élémentaire

The probability, expressed as a
percentage, of a single vehicle
being stopped by mines while
attempting to cross a minefield.
01 Dec 1979

bathymetric contour
Preferred term: depth contour.

battery!/ batterie®

Bty

Tactical and administrative
artillery unit or subunit
corresponding to a company or
similar unit in other branches of
the Army.

01 Mar 1973

battery? / batterie?

Bty

All guns, torpedo tubes,
searchlights or missile launchers
of the same size or calibre or
used for the same purpose, either
installed in one ship or otherwise
operating as an entity.

01 Mar 1973

battery control centre / central
de conduite de tir de batterie
The operations centre from which
Hawk missiles are controlled at
battery level.

01 Nov 1975

battle casualty / perte au
combat

BC

Any casualty incurred as the
direct result of hostile action,
sustained in combat or relating
thereto or sustained going to or
returning from a combat mission.
Related terms: casualty; died of
wounds received in action; killed
in action; non-battle casualty;
wounded in action.

01 Jun 1989

battle damage assessment /
évaluation des dommages de
combat

BDA

The assessment of effects
resulting from the application of
military action, either lethal or
non-lethal, against a military
objective.

17 Jan 2005

battle damage repair /
réparation au combat
BDR



Essential repair, which may be
improvised, carried out rapidly in
a battle environment in order to
return damaged or disabled
equipment to temporary service.

04 Feb 2011

battlefield illumination /
éclairement du champ de
bataille

The lighting of the battle area by
artificial light either visible or
invisible to the naked eye.
Related terms: artificial daylight;
artificial moonlight; indirect
illumination.

01 Mar 1982

battlefield psychological
activities / activités
psychologiques du champ de
bataille

BPA

Planned psychological activities
conducted as an integral part of
combat operations and designed to
bring psychological pressure to
bear on enemy forces and civilians
under enemy control in the battle
area, to assist in achievement of
operational and tactical objectives.
Related terms: psychological
operation; psychological
consolidation activities; strategic
psychological activities.

16 Jul 1999

battlefield surveillance /
surveillance du champ de
bataille

Systematic observation of the
battle area for the purpose of
providing timely information and
combat intelligence.

Related terms: air surveillance;
camouflage; countersurveillance;
sea surveillance.

01 Aug 1979

battlespace / espace de bataille
The environment, factors and
conditions that must be understood
to apply combat power, protect a
force or complete a mission
successfully.

Note: It includes the land,
maritime, air and space
environments; the enemy and
friendly forces present therein;
facilities; terrestrial and space
weather; health hazards; terrain;
the electromagnetic spectrum;
and the information environment
in the joint operations area and
other areas of interest.

31 Aug 2012

battlespace awareness
Preferred term: situational

awareness

beach capacity / capacité de
plage

An estimate, expressed in terms
of measurement tons, or weight
tons, of cargo that may be
unloaded over a designated strip
of shore per day.

Related term: port capacity.

01 Mar 1973

beach group
Preferred term: shore party.

beachhead / téte de plage

A designated area on a hostile or
potentially hostile shore which,
when seized and held, provides
for the continuous landing of
troops and materiel, and provides
manoeuvring space required for
subsequent projected operations
ashore.

Related terms: airhead?;
bridgehead.

01 Dec 1993

beach minefield / champ de
mines antidébarquement

A minefield in the shallow water
approaches to a possible
amphibious landing beach.
Related term: minefield*?

01 Nov 1977

beach reserves / réserves de
plage

In an amphibious operation, an
accumulation of supplies of all
classes established in dumps in
beachhead areas.

01 Mar 1992

beacon / balise

Related terms: crash locator
beacon; emergency locator
beacon; fan marker beacon;
localizer; meaconing; personal
locator beacon; radio beacon;
submarine locator acoustic
beacon; Z marker beacon.

01 Mar 1973

beam rider / guidé sur faisceau
A missile guided by radar or radio
beam.

01 Mar 1973

bearing® / azimut

The horizontal angle measured
clockwise from a reference
direction to a specified direction.
Related terms: grid bearing;
magnetic bearing; relative
bearing; true bearing.

09 Jan 1996
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bearing?
Preferred term: true bearing.

before-flight inspection /
préparation pour le vol

preflight inspection

Preflight check to ensure general
aircraft safety and that disposable
loads, e.qg., fuel and armament
equipment, etc., are correctly
adjusted for the particular
operation or sortie.

01 Apr 1990

belligerent / belligérant

In time of crisis or war, an
individual, entity, military force or
state engaged in conflict.

01 Oct 2003

be-prepared mission / mission
de circonstance

A mission assigned to a unit and
that may be executed depending
on the result of its previous
action.

30 Jan 2012

bilateral infrastructure /
infrastructure bilatérale
Infrastructure which concerns
only two NATO members and is
financed by mutual agreement
between them (e.g., facilities
required for the use of forces of
one NATO member in the territory
of another).

Related terms: common
infrastructure; infrastructure;
national infrastructure.

01 Mar 1973

bi-margin format / carte a deux
marges

The format of a map or chart on
which the cartographic detail is
extended to two edges of the
sheet, normally north and east,
thus leaving two margins only.
01 Mar 1973

binary chemical munition /
munition chimique binaire

A munition in which chemical
substances, held in separate
containers, react when mixed or
combined as a result of being
fired, launched or otherwise
initiated to produce a chemical
agent.

Related terms: chemical
ammunition; multi-agent munition;
munition.

01 Nov 1991

binding / chargement sur
palette

The fastening or securing of
items to a movable platform



called a pallet.
Related term: palletized unit load.
01 Mar 1973

biological agent / agent
biologique

A micro-organism which causes
disease in man, plants, or
animals or causes the
deterioration of materiel.
Related terms: biological
environment; biological operation;
biological weapon;chemical
agent.

01 Mar 1973

biological ammunition /
munition biologique

A type of ammunition, the filler of
which is primarily a biological
agent.

01 Mar 1992

biological defence / défense
biologique

The methods, plans and
procedures involved in
establishing and executing
defensive measures against
attack utilizing biological agents.
01 Oct 1992

biological environment /
environnement biologique
Conditions found in an area
resulting from direct or persisting
effects of biological weapons.
Related term: biological agent.
01 Nov 1990

biological operation / opération
biologique

biological warfare

BW

Employment of biological agents
to produce casualties in man or
animals and damage to plants or
materiel; or defence against such
employment.

Related term: biological agent.
01 Mar 1973

biological warfare

BW

Preferred term: biological
operation.

biological weapon / arme
biologique

An item of materiel which
projects, disperses, or
disseminates a biological agent
including arthropod vectors.
Related term: biological agent.
01 Mar 1973

blast! / souffle®
The brief and rapid movement of

air, vapour or fluid away from a
centre of outward pressure, as in
an explosion or in the combustion
of rocket fuel; the pressure
accompanying this movement.
This term is commonly used for
"explosion", but the two terms
may be distinguished.

01 Mar 1973

blast?/ souffle?
Related term: blast?.

blast wave / onde de souffle
Wave created by the rapid
expansion of hot gases in the
atmosphere which results from an
explosion. The blast wave is
initially a shock wave which
subsequently decays into a sound
wave.

Related terms: blast wave
diffraction; shock wave.

01 Oct 1992

blast wave diffraction / diffraction
de I'onde de souffle

The passage around and
envelopment of a structure by the
nuclear blast wave.

Related terms: blast wave; shock
wave.

16 Jul 1999

bleeding edge / champ vif
That edge of a map or chart on
which cartographic detail is
extended to the edge of the
sheet.

01 Aug 1979

blind bombing zone / zone de
bombardement sans restriction
A restricted area (air, land, or
sea) established for the purpose
of permitting air operations,
unrestricted by the operations or
possible attack of friendly forces.
01 Mar 1973

blip / spot

The luminous image of an object
on a visual display.

02 May 1995

blister agent / agent vésicant
vesicant agent

A chemical agent which injures
the eyes and lungs, and burns or
blisters the skin.

01 Aug 1976

blocking and chocking / calage
The use of wedges or chocks to
prevent the inadvertent shifting of
cargo in transit.

01 Mar 1973

blocking fire / tir de blocage
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A concentration of fire intended to
deny the enemy access to a
given area or to prevent their
advance in a given direction.

17 Jan 2005

blocking position / position
d'arrét

A defensive position so sited as
to deny the enemy access to a
given area or to prevent his
advance in a given direction.
01 Jun 1978

block stowage loading /
chargement par destination

A method of loading whereby all
cargo for a specific destination is
stowed together. The purpose is
to facilitate rapid offloading at the
destination, with the least
possible disturbance of cargo
intended for other points.

Related terms: embarkation;
loading.

01 Mar 1973

block time / temps bloc a bloc
The period from the moment the
chocks are withdrawn and brakes
released, or moorings dropped, to
the return to rest or take-up of
moorings after the flight.

01 Mar 1973

blood agent / hémotoxique

A chemical compound, including
the cyanide group, that affects
bodily functions by preventing the
normal utilization of oxygen by
body tissues.

01 Nov 1991

blowback® / fuite de gaz vers
I'arriere

Escape, to the rear and under
pressure, of gases formed during
the firing of the weapon.
Blowback may be caused by a
defective breech mechanism, a
ruptured cartridge case or a faulty
primer.

01 Mar 1973

blowback? / pression des gaz
vers l'arriere

Type of weapon operation in
which the force of expanding
gases acting to the rear against
the face of the bolt furnishes all
the energy required to initiate the
complete cycle of operation. A
weapon which employs this
method of operation is
characterized by the absence of
any breech-lock or bolt-lock-
mechanism.

01 Mar 1973



blue commander / commandant
bleu

The officer designated to exercise
operational control over blue
forces for a specific period during
an exercise.

01 Jul 1985

blue forces / forces bleues
Those forces used in a friendly
role during NATO exercises.
Related term: force(s).

01 Oct 1980

blue key / fond bleu actinique
A blue image on any medium
which is not reproduced when the
superimposed work is
reproduced, used as a guide for
scribing or drawing.

Related terms: drawing key; key.
01 Mar 1973

boat lane / couloir de
débarquement

A lane for amphibious assault
landing craft, which extends
seaward from the landing
beaches to the line of departure.
The width of a boat lane is
determined by the length of the
corresponding beach.

01 Mar 1973

boattail / trongon de queue

The conical section of a ballistic
body that progressively
decreases in diameter toward the
tail to reduce overall aerodynamic
drag.

01 Mar 1973

boat wave / vague
d'embarcations
Related term: wave.
01 Mar 1973

body of a map or chart / corps
d'une carte

That area of a map or chart
contained within the neatlines.
01 Mar 1973

bombing angle / angle de
bombardement

The angle between the vertical
and a line joining the aircraft to
what would be the point of impact
of a bomb released from it at that
instant.

01 Mar 1973

bombing errors! / écarts de
bombardement?

50 % Circular Error - The radius
of a circle, with the centre at a
desired mean point of impact,
which contains half the missiles
independently aimed to hit the

desired mean point of impact.
01 Mar 1973

bombing errors?/ écarts de
bombardement?

50 % Deflection Error - Half the
distance between two lines,
drawn parallel to the aircraft's
track and equidistant from the
desired mean point of impact,
which contains half the missiles
independently aimed to hit the
desired mean point of impact.
01 Mar 1973

bombing errors®/ écarts de
bombardement®

50 % Range Error - Half the
distance between two lines drawn
perpendicular to the aircraft's
track equidistant from the desired
mean point of impact, which
contains half the missiles
independently aimed to hit the
desired mean point of impact.
Note: Above errors should imply
overall errors unless otherwise
stipulated by inclusion of the word
"Random" or "Systematic" as
necessary.

01 Mar 1973

bombing height / hauteur de
bombardement

In air operations, the height
above ground level at which the
aircraft is flying at the moment of
ordnance release. Bombing
heights are classified as follows:
very low: below 100 feet;

low: from 100 to 2,000 feet;
medium: from 2,000 to 10,000
feet;

high: from 10,000 to 50,000 feet;
very high: 50,000 feet and above.
01 Jan 1983

bombing run / passage de
bombardement

In air bombing, that part of the
flight that begins, normally from
an initial point, with the approach
to the target, includes target
acquisition, and ends normally at
the weapon release point.

01 Nov 1983

bomb release line / ligne de
largage de bombes

An imaginary line around a
defended area or objective over
which an aircraft should release
its bomb in order to obtain a hit or
hits on an area or objective.

01 Mar 1973

bomb release point / point de

largage de bombes
The point in space at which
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bombs must be released to reach
the desired point of detonation.
01 Mar 1973

bomb sighting system / viseur
de bombardement

Related terms:angular velocity
sights; tachometric sights; vector
sights.

01 Dec 1976

bonding / métallisation

In electrical engineering, the
process of connecting together
metal parts so that they make low
resistance electrical contact for
direct current and lower
frequency alternating currents.
Related terms: earthing;
grounding.

01 Oct 1980

booby trap / piege

A device designed, constructed
or adapted to kill or injure, which
functions when a person disturbs
or approaches an apparently
harmless object or performs an
apparently safe act.

Related term: proofing.

01 Oct 2001

booster/ propulseur d'appoint
An auxiliary or initial propulsion
system which travels with a
missile or aircraft and which may
or may not separate from the
parent craft when its impulse has
been delivered. A booster system
may contain, or consist of, one or
more units.

01 Jan 1991

booster? / renforgateur
d'amorcgage

A high-explosive element
sufficiently sensitive so as to be
actuated by small explosive
elements in a fuze or primer and
powerful enough to cause
detonation of the main explosive
filling.

Related terms: booster;
charge®?.

01 Jan 1991

border / marge intérieure

In cartography, the area of a map
or chart lying between the
neatline and the surrounding
framework.

01 Mar 1973

border break / crevé

A cartographic technique used
when it is required to extend a
portion of the cartographic detail
of a map or chart beyond the
sheetlines into the margin.



01 Mar 1973

border crosser / frontalier
An individual, living close to a
frontier, who normally has to
cross the frontier frequently for
legitimate purposes.

01 Mar 1973

boresafe fuze / fusée a sireté
de trajet dans I'ame

Type of fuze having an interrupter
in the explosive train that
prevents a projectile from
exploding until after it has cleared
the muzzle of a weapon.

Related term: fuze.

01 Mar 1973

bottom mine / mine de fond
ground mine

A mine with negative buoyancy
which remains on the seabed.
Related term: mine?.

01 Dec 1976

bottom sweep / drague de fond
A sweep, either wire or chain,
used either to sweep mines close
to the bottom or to remove mines
from a channel by dragging.

01 Dec 1976

bound / bond

In land warfare, a single
movement, usually from cover to
cover, made by troops often
under enemy fire.

01 Sep 1991

boundary / limite

In land warfare, a line by which
areas of responsibility between
adjacent units/formations are
defined.

01 Jun 1978

boundary disclaimer / non-
reconnaissance de frontiere

A statement on a map or chart
that the status and/or alignment
of international or administrative
boundaries is not necessarily
recognized by the government of
the publishing nation.

01 Mar 1973

bouquet mine / mine bouquet
In naval mine warfare, a mine in
which a number of buoyant mine
cases are attached to the same
sinker, so that when the mooring
of one mine case is cut, another
mine rises from the sinker to its
set depth.

Related term: mine?.

01 Nov 1975

bracketing / réglage percutant

par encadrement sur la ligne
d'observation

A method of adjusting fire in
which a bracket is established by
obtaining an over and a short
along the spotting line, and then
successively splitting the bracket
in half until a target hit or desired
bracket is obtained.

01 Mar 1973

branch / branche

Part of a NATO headquarters
division responsible for a major
functional area.

Related terms: cell; division?;
section.

01 Jul 1988

breakaway / séparation de
I'onde de choc

The onset of a process in which
the shock front moves away from
the exterior of the expanding
fireball produced by the explosion
of a nuclear weapon.

01 Mar 1973

break-off position / point de
séparation

The position at which a leaver or
leaver section breaks off from the
main convoy to proceed to a
different destination.

01 Mar 1979

break-up! / éclatement®

In detection by radar, the
separation of one solid return into
a number of individual returns
which correspond to the various
objects or structure groupings.
This separation is contingent
upon a number of factors
including range, beam width, gain
setting, object size and distance
between objects.

01 Dec 1974

break-up? / éclatement?
split-up

In imagery interpretation, the
result of magnification or
enlargement which causes the
imaged item to lose its identity
and the resultant presentation to
become a random series of tonal
impressions.

01 Dec 1974

brevity code / code abrégé

A code which provides no
security but which has as its sole
purpose the shortening of
messages rather than the
concealment of their content.

01 Mar 1973

bridgehead / téte de pont
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An area of ground, in a territory
occupied or threatened by the
enemy, which must be held or at
least controlled, so as to permit
the continuous embarkation,
landing or crossing of troops and
material, and/or to provide
manoeuvre space requisite for
subsequent operations.

Related terms: airhead’;
beachhead.

01 Mar 1982

bridgehead line / limite de téte
de pont

The limit of the objective area in
the development of the
bridgehead.

Related term: objective area.

01 Mar 1973

briefing / exposé

The act of giving in advance
specific instructions or
information.

04 Oct 2000

broadcast-controlled air
interception / interception
aérienne basée sur émission en
I"air

An interception in which the
interceptor is given a continuous
broadcast of information
concerning an enemy raid and
effects interception without
further control.

Related terms: air interception;
close-controlled air interception.
01 Mar 1973

buffer distance / marge de
sécurité

In nuclear warfare:

a. the horizontal distance which,
when added to the radius of
safety will give the desired
assurance that the specified
degree of risk will not be
exceeded. The buffer distance is
normally expressed quantitatively
in multiples of the delivery error;
b. the vertical distance which is
added to the fallout safe-height of
burst in order to determine a
desired height of burst which will
provide the desired assurance
that militarily significant fallout will
not occur. It is normally
expressed quantitatively in
multiples of the vertical error.

01 Mar 1973

build-up / alignement sur le
tableau d'effectifs

The process of attaining
prescribed strength of units and
prescribed levels of vehicles,
equipment, stores and supplies.



Also may be applied to the means
of accomplishing this process.
01 Mar 1973

bulk petroleum product /
produit pétrolier en vrac

A liquid petroleum product
transported by various means
and stored in tanks or containers
having an individual fill capacity
greater than 250 litres.

01 Aug 1982

burial
Preferred term: emergency burial.

burn-out / fin de combustion
The point in time or in the missile
trajectory when combustion of
fuels in the rocket engine is
terminated by other than
programmed cut-off.

01 Mar 1973

burn-out velocity / vitesse de
fin de combustion

The velocity attained by a missile
at the point of burn-out.

20 Nov 1996
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calibrated airspeed / vitesse
corrigée

rectified airspeed

Indicated airspeed corrected for
instrument and installation errors.
01 Mar 1973

calibrated altitude / altitude
corrigée

Indicated altitude corrected for
instrument and installation errors.
Related terms: absolute
height;altitude; altitude datum;
barometric altitude; critical altitude;
cruising altitude; cruising level;
datum level; drop altitude; drop
height; elevation; height'; high
altitude; minimum safe altitude;
pressure-altitude; transition altitude;
transition level.

01 Mar 1973

calibrated focal length / distance
focale mesurée

An adjusted value of the equivalent
focal length, so computed as to
equalize the positive and negative
values of distortion over the entire
field used in a camera.

Related terms: equivalent focal
length; focal length; nominal focal
length.

01 Mar 1973

call for fire / demande de tir

A request for fire containing data
necessary for obtaining the required
fire on a target.

Related terms: on call; on-call
mission.

01 Mar 1973

call sign / indicatif d'appel

C/s

Any combination of characters or
pronounceable words, which
identifies a communication facility, a
command, an authority, an activity,
or a unit; used primarily for
establishing and maintaining
communications.

Related terms: collective call sign;
indefinite call sign; international call
sign; net call sign; tactical call sign;
visual call sign; voice call sign.

01 Mar 1973

camera axis / axe focal

An imaginary line through the optical
centre of the lens perpendicular to
the negative photo plane.

01 Mar 1973

camera axis direction / direction
de prise de vue
Direction on the horizontal plane of

C

the optical axis of the camera at the
time of exposure. This direction is
defined by its azimuth expressed in
degrees in relation to true/magnetic
north.

01 Mar 1973

camera calibration / étalonnage
d'un appareil photographique

The determination of the calibrated
focal length, the location of the
principal point with respect to the
fiducial marks and the lens distortion
effective in the focal plane of the
camera referred to the particular
calibrated focal length.

01 Mar 1973

camera cycling rate / vitesse de

prises de vues

The frequency with which camera

frames are exposed, expressed as
cycles per second.

01 Nov 1975

camera magazine / magasin

A removable part of a camera in
which the unexposed and exposed
portions of film are contained.
Related term: cassette.

01 Mar 1973

camera nadir
Preferred term: photo nadir.

camera window / hublot de prise
de vue

A window in the camera
compartment through which
photographs are taken.

01 Mar 1973

camouflage / camouflage

The use of natural or artificial
material on personnel, objects or
tactical positions with the aim of
confusing, misleading or evading
the enemy.

Related term: countersurveillance.
01 Dec 1977

camouflage detection
photography / photographie
anticamouflage

Photography utilizing a special type
of film (usually infrared) designed for
the detection of camouflage.
Related term: false colour film.

01 Dec 1974

camouflet / camouflet

The resulting cavity in a deep
underground burst when there is no
rupture of the surface.

01 Mar 1973
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campaign / campagne

A set of military operations planned
and conducted to achieve a strategic
objective within a given time and
geographical area, which normally
involve maritime, land and air forces.
16 Jul 1999

cancel / annulé

In artillery and naval fire support, the
term cancel, when coupled with a
previous order, other than an order
for a quantity or type of ammunition,
rescinds that order.

01 Dec 1974

cannibalize / cannibaliser

To remove serviceable assemblies,
sub-assemblies or components from
a repairable or serviceable item of
equipment in order to install them on
another.

Related term: salvage?.

04 Oct 2000

cannot observe / ne suis pas en
mesure d'observer

A type of fire control which indicates
that the observer or spotter will be
unable to adjust fire, but believes a
target exists at the given location
and is of sufficient importance to
justify firing upon it without
adjustment or observation.

01 Mar 1977

capsule! / capsule?

A sealed pressurized cabin for
extremely high altitude or space
flight which provides an acceptable
environment for man, animal or
equipment.

01 Mar 1973

capsule? / capsule®

An ejectable sealed cabin having
automatic devices for safe return of
the occupants to the surface.

01 Mar 1973

captive firing / essai au banc

A firing test of short duration,
conducted with the missile
propulsion system operating while
secured to a test stand.

01 Mar 1973

cardinal point effect / effet de
renforcement d'échos

normal impact effect

The increased intensity of a line or
group of returns on the radarscope
occurring when the radar beam is
perpendicular to the rectangular
surface of a line or group of similarly
aligned features in the ground
pattern.



01 Mar 1973

cargo / cargaison

Commaodities and supplies in transit.
Related terms: air cargo; controlled
dangerous air cargo; dangerous
cargo; essential supply; general air
cargo; immediately vital cargo;
restricted dangerous air cargo;
unwanted cargo; valuable cargo.

01 Mar 1981

cargo sling / élingue de
suspension

A strap, chain, or other material
used to hold cargo items securely
which are to be hoisted, lowered, or
suspended.

01 Mar 1973

carpet bombing / bombardement
en tapis

The progressive distribution of a mass
bomb load upon an area defined by
designated boundaries, in such
manner as to inflict damage to all
portions thereof.

01 Mar 1973

carriage
Preferred term: gun carriage.

carrier air group / groupe aérien
embarqué

CAG

A group of aircraft squadrons placed
under a single command for
administrative and tactical control of
operations from an aircraft carrier.
04 Oct 2000

carrier striking force / force
aéronavale de projection de
puissance

CARSTRIKFOR

A naval task force composed of one
or more aircraft carriers, supporting
combatant ships and submarines,
capable of conducting offensive
operations.

22 Jan 2010

cartesian coordinates /
coordonnées cartésiennes

A coordinate system in which
locations of points in space are
expressed by reference to three
mutually perpendicular planes,
called coordinate planes. The three
planes intersect in three straight
lines called coordinate axes.
Related term: coordinates.

01 Mar 1973

cascade image intensifier /
amplificateur d'images a plusieurs
étages

An optoelectronic amplifier capable
of increasing the intensity of a

radiant image by two or more
stages.
01 Nov 1975

cassette / chargeur

In photography, a reloadable
container for either unexposed or
exposed sensitized materials which
may be removed from the camera or
darkroom equipment under
lightened conditions.

Related term: camera magazine.

01 Mar 1973

casualty / perte

In relation to personnel, any person
who is lost to his organization by
reason of having been declared
dead, wounded, diseased, detained,
captured or missing.

Related terms: battle casualty; died
of wounds received in action; killed
in action; non-battle casualty;
wounded in action.

01 Jun 1989

casualty staging unit / unité de
transit des malades et blessés
Csu

A medical unit caring for in-transit
patients under medical personnel
supervision.

Related term: in-transit evacuation
facility.

22 Jun 2004

catapult / catapulte

A structure which provides an
auxiliary source of thrust to a missile
or aircraft; must combine the
functions of directing and
accelerating the missile during its
travel on the catapult; serves the
same functions for a missile as does
a gun tube for a shell.

01 Mar 1973

caution area / zone a restrictions
An air space of defined dimensions
within which restrictions to the flight
of aircraft may exist at specified
times.

01 Mar 1973

caveat / restriction

In NATO operations, any limitation,
restriction or constraint by a nation
on its military forces or civilian
elements under NATO command
and control or otherwise available to
NATO, that does not permit NATO
commanders to deploy and employ
these assets fully in line with the
approved operation plan.

Note: A caveat may apply inter alia
to freedom of movement within the
joint operations area and/or to
compliance with the approved rules
of engagement.
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20 Jun 2006

C-day / jour C

The day on which deployment for an
operation commences or is due to
commence.

Related terms: D-day; E-day; F-
hour; G-day; G-hour; H-hour; L-
hour; M-day; P-hour; T-day, T-hour,
Y-hour.

26 Aug 2009

cease engagement / cessez
I'engagement

In air defence, a fire control order
used to direct units to stop the firing
sequence against a designated
target. Missiles already in flight will
continue to intercept.

Related terms: engage; hold fire.
01 Jul 1983

cease loading / ne pas recharger
In artillery and naval fire support, the
command used during firing of two
or more rounds to indicate the
suspension of inserting rounds into
the weapon.

01 Mar 1973

celestial sphere / sphere céleste
An imaginary sphere of infinite
radius concentric with the earth, on
which all celestial bodies except the
earth are imagined to be projected.
01 Mar 1973

cell / cellule

Part of a NATO headquarters
section which produces work of a
specific nature within a major
functional area.

Related terms: branch; division?;
section.

01 Jul 1988

centigray / centigray

A unit of absorbed dose of radiation
(one centigray equals one rad).

01 Jul 1987

central air data computer /
centrale de bord

air data computer

A device which computes altitude,
vertical speed, air speed and Mach
number from inputs of pitot and
static pressure and temperature.
01 Mar 1981

centralized control® / contrdle
centralisé!

The retention of authority by a
commander to direct actions to
achieve his objectives.

Related term: decentralized
execution.

22 Jun 2004



centralized control®/ contréle
centralisé?

In air defence, the control mode
whereby a higher echelon makes
direct target assignments to fire
units.

Related term: decentralized control.
22 Jun 2004

central planning team
Preferred term : core planning team

centre of burst
Preferred term: mean point of
impact.

centre of gravity / centre de gravité
COG

Characteristics, capabilities or
localities from which a nation, an
alliance, a military force or other
grouping derives its freedom of action,
physical strength or will to fight.

25 Sep 1998

centre of gravity limits / limites de
centrage

The limits within which an aircraft's
centre of gravity must lie to ensure
safe flight. The centre of gravity of
the loaded aircraft must be within
these limits at take-off, in the air,
and on landing. In some cases,
take-off and landing limits may also
be specified.

01 Mar 1973

certification / certification

The process of officially recognizing
that organizations, individuals,
materiel or systems meet defined
standards or criteria.

Note: In the context of military
forces, the hierarchical relationship
in logical sequence is: assessment,
analysis, evaluation, validation and
certification.

Related terms: analysis®;
assessment; evaluation®; validation.
02 Mar 2007

certificate of security clearance
Preferred term: security certificate.

chaff / paillettes

Strips of frequency-cut metal foil,
wire, or metallized glass fibre used
to reflect electromagnetic energy,
usually dropped from aircraft or
expelled from shells or rockets as a
radar countermeasure.

01 Mar 1981

chain of command / chaine de
commandement

command channel

The succession of commanding
officers from a superior to a
subordinate through which

command is exercised.

Related terms: administrative chain
of command; operational chain of
command.

01 Mar 1973

chalk commander / chef de
transport

The commander of all troops
embarked under one chalk number.
Related terms: chalk number; chalk
troops.

01 Mar 1973

chalk number / numéro-repére
The number given to a complete
load and to the transporting carrier.
Related terms: chalk commander;
chalk troops.

01 Mar 1973

chalk troops / troupe numérotée
A load of troops defined by a
particular chalk number.

Related terms: chalk commander;
chalk number.

01 Mar 1973

challenge / procédé
d'identification

Any process carried out by one unit
or person with the object of
ascertaining the friendly or hostile
character or identity of another.
Related terms: countersign;
password; reply.

01 Mar 1973

change of operational control /
changement de contréle
opérationnel

CHOP

The date and time (Greenwich Mean
Time/Greenwich Civil Time) at
which the responsibility for
operational control of a force or unit
passes from one operational control
authority to another.

01 Mar 1973

characteristic actuation
probability / probabilité
caractéristique d'interception

The average probability of a mine of
a given type being actuated by one
run of the sweep within the
characteristic actuation width.

01 Nov 1975

characteristic actuation width /
intercept caractéristique

The width of path over which mines
can be actuated by a single run of
the sweep gear.

01 Nov 1975

characteristic detection
probability / probabilité
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caractéristique de détection

The ratio of the number of mines
detected on a single run to the
number of mines which could have
been detected within the
characteristic detection width.

01 Nov 1975

characteristic detection width /
intercept caractéristique de
détection

The width of path over which mines
can be detected on a single run.

01 Nov 1975

charge® / charge?

A given quantity of explosive, either
in bulk or contained in a bomb, a
projectile, a mine or similar device,
or used as a propellant.

Related terms: primed charge;
priming charge; shaped charge.

22 Jun 2004

charge? / charge?

A quantity of explosives prepared for
demolition purposes.

Related terms: booster?; cutting
charge; cratering charge; inert filling.
22 Jun 2004

charged demolition target /
ouvrage miné

A demolition target on which all
charges have been placed and
which is in the state of readiness,
either state 1 - safe, or state 2 -
armed.

Related terms: state of readiness -
state 1 - safe; state of readiness -
state 2 - armed.

01 Oct 1992

charged weapon / arme chargée

A loaded weapon, ready to fire except
for the operation of the safety catch,
when fitted.

Related terms: loaded weapon;
uncharged weapon; unloaded
weapon.

01 Oct 2001

charging point / prise de
ravitaillement

filler point

A connection on an aircraft, or
aircraft component, through which
the aircraft or aircraft component
can be replenished with a specific
commodity, e.g., oxygen, air or
hydraulic fluid, etc.

01 Mar 1973

chart / carte spécialisée

A special purpose map, generally
designed for navigation or other
particular purposes, in which essential
map information is combined with
various other data critical to the



intended use.

Related terms: aeronautical chart;
aeronautical plotting chart;
aeronautical topographic chart; map;
special aeronautical chart.

16 Jul 1996

chart base / carte de base?
topographic base

A chart used as a primary source for
compilation or as a framework on
which new detail is printed.

Related terms: aeronautical plotting
chart; aeronautical topographic chart;
amphibious chart; chart; combat
chart; fire capabilities chart;
hydrographic chart; map; map index;
map series; map sheet; mine warfare
chart; nautical plotting chart; non-
submarine contact chart.

01 Mar 1973

chart index
Preferred term: map index.

chart series
Preferred term: map series.

chart sheet
Preferred term: map sheet.

check firing / halte au tir

In artillery and naval fire support, a
command to cause a temporary halt
in firing.

01 Jul 1987

checkout / vérification
systématique

A sequence of functional,
operational, and calibrational tests
to determine the condition and
status of a weapon system or
element thereof.

01 Mar 1973

checkpoint® / point de référence’
A predetermined point on the
surface of the earth used as a
means of controlling movement, a
registration target for fire
adjustment, or reference for
location.

Related term: contact point®.

01 Mar 1973

checkpoint? / point de référence?
Geographical location on land or
water above which the position of an
aircraft in flight may be determined
by observation or by electrical
means.

01 Mar 1973

checkpoint®/ centre d'impact
Centre of impact; a burst centre.
01 Mar 1973

checkpoint® / poste de contréle de

la circulation

A place where military police check
vehicular or pedestrian traffic in
order to enforce circulation control
measures and other laws, orders
and regulations.

01 Mar 1973

check sweeping / dragage de
vérification

In naval mine warfare, sweeping to
check that no moored mines are left
after a previous clearing operation.
01 Dec 1976

chemical agent / agent chimique
A chemical substance which is
intended for use in military
operations to kill, seriously injure, or
incapacitate personnel through its
physiological effects. The term
excludes riot control agents,
herbicides and substances
generating smoke and flame.
Related terms: biological agent;
biological environment; biological
operation; biological warfare;
biological weapon; chemical
defence; chemical dose; chemical
environment; incapacitating agent;
riot control agent.

01 Dec 1993

chemical ammunition / munition
chimique

A type of ammunition, the filler of
which is primarily a chemical agent.
Related terms: binary chemical
munition; multi-agent munition;
munition.

01 Mar 1973

chemical, biological and
radiological operation / opération
chimique, biologique et nucléaire
A collective term used only when
referring to a combined chemical,
biological, and radiological
operation.

01 Mar 1973

chemical defence / défense contre
agents chimiques

The methods, plans and procedures
involved in establishing and
executing defensive measures
