
 
 

REMARKS BY  
ADM. MIKE MULLEN 

CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
 

AT THE U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND 
ASSUMPTION OF COMMAND CEREMONY  

 
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2008 

 
 
  
 

Good morning. 
 
Governor Crist, Secretary Gates, Senator Martinez, Congressman and Mrs. Young, other 

distinguished representatives of our government and Governor, I would like to say that the great 
State of Florida and this area as well takes very good care of all our men and women who serve. 
And we greatly appreciate all you do to support that.  

 
This is truly a great day, certainly for the Dempseys and the Petraeus family but more 

importantly for our nation. 
 
Secretary Gates, you honor us with your leadership and your service. You've made such a 

difference for all of us who serve and indeed all Americans. And we are grateful. 
 
Our commander in chief once called you a strategic thinker, a man of integrity, candor 

and sound judgment. To this I would add humbly a mentor and a friend. 
 
Speaking of friends, the United States Military Academy, Class of 1974, is with us today. 

What a proud day. That was a little slow. But I understand it was a good party last night.  
 
What a proud day. Two classmates, two combatant commanders on the same stage, 

making history. I have a feeling that Annapolis '68 was a little more surprised about me than 
West Point '74 is about these two. And I know you're getting ready for the big game tomorrow 
against Air Force. I was just asked, since I'm going, which team I would root for. And I said, I'm 
rooting for everyone, one-half at a time.  

 
Before I came up here, someone slipped me a page from your '74 West Point yearbook, 

"The Howitzer." 
 



And Marty, there was this great description of you. It read, "hidden beneath the splendor 
of his five stripes lies the aura of a true Irishman: first to the party and last to leave, Demp's 
athletic prowess, keen wit, and concealed diplomatic approach are unmatchable." 

 
Well, Marty, 34 years later, that approach is still working wonders. And as for the party, 

well, it's Halloween and that up to you and Deanie later on. 
 
The secretary mentioned Deanie's incredible devotion to this team and to the Tampa 

community. And their three children, who all choose to serve in the Army, what an example of 
service to our nation. And Marty and Deanie have agreed to continue to serve, and we're blessed. 
Not many officers are confirmed twice for four-star rank, and Marty has thoroughly earned that -
- that double-vote of confidence because here at CENTCOM, Marty truly made the words 
"acting commander" a contradiction in terms. 

 
There was nothing "acting" about the way Marty has exercised the full spectrum of 

command throughout his entire area of responsibility, nothing "acting" about the way he 
orchestrated two wars at a critical time in our nation's history, nothing "acting" about the way he 
coordinated with fellow combatant commanders while managing the transitions of new 
international and interagency teams in Afghanistan and AFRICOM, and finally there was 
nothing "acting" about the way he led and taught and challenged his great staff, a player-coach in 
every respect. Marty and Deanie just -- just didn't understand partnership, they personified it at 
every level, from coalition partners to local communities working with ambassadors, generals 
and royalty. They exemplified Kipling's verse: "If you can talk with crowds and keep your 
virtues, or walk with kings nor lose the common touch." 

 
And they have seen their share of surprises. Marty was the obvious choice to serve as 

deputy for my good friend, Fox Fallon, and Marty was exactly the right leader to command when 
Fox retired. 

 
This reminds me of a story how another Navy officer who currently works for Marty 

recently happened to schedule a meeting at the White House for Secretary Gates and myself, 
unbeknownst to either one of us. 

 
It was a very high-level meeting, I might add, that wasn't expected. And I found out about 

it right in front of Marty and a few others. 
 
The expression on my face must have revealed a lot. Marty took one look at me, and 

without missing a beat, quipped, "Sir, I've had trouble keeping my sailors in check during this 
tour."  

 
Well, Marty, the next stop for you may be all Army green, but let me tell you, 

TRADOC's true impact for our nation comes in only three colors -- red, white and blue. The 
future of our Army will soon be shaped by your intellect, your leadership, your experiences of 
coalition partnership and operational command that you will share, and your capacity to adapt 
and change in an uncertain world. Marty, the future of our national security is depending on it. 

 



Deborah and I want to join your teammates here at CENTCOM in thanking you and 
Deanie for a job well done and for the work you are about to continue in the service of our 
nation.  

 
And now to Dave and Holly Petraeus. Little introduction here is necessary, but many 

thanks and well wishes are in store. Just over 40 days have passed since we last stood together 
under the baroque ceilings of the Al Faw Palace in Baghdad. Yet even those few days and weeks 
have seen much. In battlefields and poppy fields, on trading room floors and within boardroom 
doors, the winds are shifting about us once again. 

 
But in all this, the value of leadership never changes. And it's no secret we've learned a 

lot from a leader named David Petraeus. His watchwords -- learn and adapt -- have echoed from 
the streets of Baghdad to the halls of Washington. Dave, Marty and many others have fired the 
minds of generations to understand the true purpose of power as a force for good: to listen in 
order to understand; to treat all cultures as equals, with dignity and respect; to admit quickly 
when we are wrong; and to share risk with those we protect, all in order to build trust, for it is 
exactly that trust which empowers us to lead. 

 
The progress of peace and the speed of that progress depends on the quality of trust Dave 

and this command will be able to achieve throughout the broader Middle East and how he will 
build upon the lessons Marty has brought forward to this very moment. While the challenges of 
this critical region may not require the same strategies which forged the fragile peace in Iraq, 
they will demand the same patience, the same passion, the same dedication you inspired while 
you were there, Dave. It's now your turn with a new, broader aperture, and we have great 
expectations ahead. 

 
In a few minutes, Dave will acknowledge his bride's role, just like the secretary has, and 

how indispensable Holly will be here at CENTCOM. Tampa, you are in for a treat. What talent 
and compassion, spirit of service Holly brings to this community and to this command. Deborah 
and I know it's been a long time since Holly and Dave were able to be home together. Your 
family has truly earned it. 

 
And you also inherit a world-class staff, which richly deserves our thanks. 
 
Going back to the summer of 1990, the men and women of CENTCOM haven't just 

viewed history from the front row; they own season tickets. 
 
For more than 18 years, our nation has leaned upon this team to search for a better peace 

in a region critical to the security of every nation. Yet there's a price to pay for such vigilance. 
And it's paid by our families as well as those who serve, those who have been wounded in 
particular and those who have fallen and for our families, many late nights and empty chairs at 
the dinner table and sometimes on holidays and during family reunions, one less hand to hold. 

 
We cannot thank you enough. It doesn't take ceremonies like this to celebrate the 

confidence of a grateful nation in our men and women in uniform, here in Tampa and throughout 



the world, who choose lives of great sacrifice and along with their families bear heroic burdens 
and honor us all. 

 
Thank you. And may God continue to bless America and those who so selflessly serve. 


