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GENERAL PETER PACE:  Thank you very much Bill, thank you all. It’s an incredible honor for me to stand before you, with the distinguished individuals who have already spoken, or about to speak to have just a few moments on behalf of all of us who have the privilege of wearing this uniform to say thank you to so very deserving people.
I’ve been asked to speak for two to four minutes.  I don’t know that I could find the right words if you gave me two to four hours, but I’m going to try.  To the wounded warriors here today and to all you fellow wounded warriors around this nation, thank you for what you’ve given your country.
There are those who speak about you who say he lost an arm, he lost a leg, she lost her sight.  I object.  You gave an arm, you gave a leg, [Applause] you gave your sight as gifts to your nation that we might live in freedom.  Thank you.

And to your families, the families of the fallen and the families of the wounded:  you sacrifice in ways that those of us who have not walked in your shoes can only imagine.  You pray for us when we’re gone; and if we are fortunate enough to come home, you pretend that we did it all.  And when we are wounded, you are there to help put us back together again.  But families need rehabilitation also and that’s why this facility is so important.

Those of you who are family members of the fallen and of the wounded have served this country as well as anyone who has ever worn the uniform, and we thank you for that. [Applause].

I would add my voice to the many today who will say thank you to the Fisher family and the Fisher Foundation for this incredible facility and also to the professional men and women who will man it.
From the instant any of us is wounded on the battlefield until the time we arrive here, the love and compassion of the medical professionals and others who take care of us, in fact provides what many of us speak from our mouths but few of us get a chance to do: which is the loving care and compassion that these wounded warriors so deserve.
I hope you will now join with me to welcome a very special family, the Ziegel Family.  [Applause].
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