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MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY 2005

For 230 years, the Marine Corps has defended the United
States with great distinction and honor. From Trenton to Belleau
Wood to lwo Jima, from the Chosin Reservoir to Khe Sanh and
Somalia, the storied history of the Marine Corps has been forged in
the crucible of the heroic campaigns of the Nation.

That rich legacy continues today. In Afghanistan, Iraq and all
corners of the world, Marines defeat our enemies, protect our loved
ones, and extend freedom and democracy to others. Whether
engaged in combat operations or lifesaving humanitarian missions,
you repeatedly demonstrate the professionalism, resolve and
selflessness that are Marine hallmarks. Americans everywhere take
comfort in the knowledge that their Marine Corps remains always
faithful in the defense of our way of life.

On behalf of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the men and women
of the Armed Forces, congratulations to the Marine Corps on its 230"
birthday. | salute all Marines, past and present, for their proud and
dedicated service to the Nation.
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