
TRANSLATING KNOWLEDGE  
INTO ACTION  

2022 EDITION

THE 
SEAC’S 
READING 
LIST

SENIOR ENLISTED ADVISOR TO THE 
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS (SEAC) 

RAMÓN “CZ” COLÓN-LÓPEZ



         

 

• The Constitution of the United States of 
America by Our Founding Fathers 

• Victory Secrets of Attila The Hun  
by Dr. Wess Roberts 

• The American Patriot’s Almanac by William J. 
Bennett and John T.E. Cribb 

• Factfulness by Hans Rosling 

• The Road to Character by David Brooks 

• Sun Tzu: The Art of Warfare by Roger T. Ames 

The SECOND 
edition

2022

In the previous reading list I stated that the future of warfare requires advanced 
thinking to win.  That thinking must occur at all levels.  

The purpose of this reading list is to enhance the scope of your thoughts on 
leadership and share some works that have helped me throughout my military 
career.  Through self discovery and analysis of the content in each book, I want 
to help you develop new approaches to leadership. 

The true aim of an education is not knowledge but action.  For those seeking to 
improve themselves and the environment they're in, these books will serve you 
well--as long as you act upon that knowledge. Through knowledge, we develop 
courage. Courage drives action and action drives results. 

The knowledge and insight I have gained from these readings has shaped who I 
am today, my leadership style, and my bias for action.  I hope they serve the 
same value in your quest for excellence.   

Remember, the mind is the warrior's greatest weapon--exercise it.

Ramon Colon-Lopez



2022 selection
The Constitution of the United States of America                  
By Our Founding Fathers 

Discussions on our Constitutional rights have been in the 
forefront for quite some time.  As Americans, it is 
imperative that we familiarize with the writings of our 
Founding Fathers, its amendments, and its intent.  As 
military members, we solemnly swear to support it and to 
defend it; if that is your lot in life then you best know what 
it says.  Remember that our Constitution is a work in 
progress, “in order to create a more perfect union.”  We all 
have to do our part as citizens to allow its continuous 
improvement.  Also, as military members, you must 
memorize this: 

“I, _____, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support 
and defend the Constitution of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; and that I will obey the orders 
of the President of the United States and the orders of the 
officers appointed over me, according to regulations and 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice. So help me God."  

(Title 10, US Code; Act of 5 May 1960 replacing the wording first adopted in 
1789, with amendment effective 5 October 1962).



The Victory Secrets of Attila the Hun  
By Dr. Wess Roberts 

This follow up to my go-to text on leadership expends on 
winning strategies, team building, leader behavior, and 
open mindedness.  Easily characterized as my one-two 
punch on leadership development, Attila once again rules 
the day. 

The American Patriot’s Almanac      
By William J. Bennett and John T.E. Cribb 

We routinely get so focused in the future that we fail to 
learn from the past.  This “ahistorical” approach to life 
often leads to mistakes that could have been prevented 
via well informed decisions based on comparable 
situations.  This book provides daily historical anecdotes, 
actions, and ——- to remind us on why Americans enjoy 
freedom and our way of life.  Never take the past for 
granted, learning and understanding it may be the best 
approach to any situation we are dealing with. 



Factfulness           
By Hans Rosling 

Personal bias is often the killer of improvement, 
innovation, and collaboration.  As Americans, we tend to 
look at global problems with a “first world” lens.  That lens 
often provides a skewed view of the reality right before 
our eyes and a sense of doom. This book is about nothing 
more than looking at facts and data in order to form 
educated opinions. 

The Road to Character        
By David Brooks 

All humans are flawed…in one way or another.  While 
many strive for the perception of perfection, most fail to 
accept their shortcomings.  Ask yourself a simple 
question:  Do you have “resume values” or “eulogy 
values”?  As we figure out ways to maximize our 
contributions to humanity, this study of prominent 
characters in our history will shed light on humility, 
perseverance, and the fact that we are all works in 
progress.  



Sun Tzu: The Art of Warfare       
By Roger T. Ames 

This selection is about understanding conflict…any 
conflict.  In order to defeat, you must understand, 
outmaneuver, outwit, and surprise your adversary.  Our 
main adversary wrote this long ago, and it is still in use to 
this day.  Take the time to read this classic and develop 
common sense critical thinking skills. 

With authority comes responsibility.  With responsibility 
comes accountability.  Accountability comes from self 
awareness, character, and knowledge.  Continue to create 
a better version of yourself by being a lifelong learner.  
Own your life, your duties, and your credibility.  I hope this 
selection helps your journey. 

-CZ


	The SECOND edition
	2022 selection

